Youth for Human Rights- A significant contribution to the Culture of Peace

Berlin, July 8th 2006
 Peter Rohde, the representative of YHRI in Hannover, Germany, invited  WFWP Germany,  to an event on June 8th in Berlin, Wittenbergplatz.  

 Youth for Human Rights International educate youth across the globe on Human Rights, preparing  them to be valuable advocates for the promotion of tolerance and peace.
 Mrs Mary Shuttleworth, the founder of YHRI, a native South African, shared thoughts on Peace advocacy. Being a school principal, and children's advocate now living in Los Angeles, who originally launched the Youth for Human Rights International as an educational program for children  to help them understand, even at an early age, the importance of human rights and religious tolerance. She realized that very little was being done to teach human rights to young people.

She serves as Executive Director of the organization; presently travelling through thirty nations, during July and August, speaking out for education on Human Rights to children. 
It was a wonderful experience! During a three-hour program presented by Mrs. Sabine Weber, president of YHRI Germany, the necessity of human rights for a peaceful world was expressed through music, dance, speeches and videos.A wide variety of generations were present, helping and listening.

The necessity to live human rights in our neighbourhood, school and work was the main point.

Mrs.  Shuttleworth presented the Human Rights music video UNITED. This music video is now sub-titled in fifteen languages; thousands of copies have been distributed on five continents, and it has won awards across the globe including the Gandhi Cultural 3rd International Film Festival in Spain, the UNESCO sponsored Taglia Corto Human Rights Film Festival in Italy, the New York International Independent Film and Video Festival, the Moondance International Film Festival, and California Independent Film Festival. 
In addition, UNITED is now catalogued in the Amnesty International On Campus Film Festival Library. Leslie-Anne D. Huff, Festival Coordinator stated, “Amnesty International believes that your music video would be an excellent contribution to our program.” This music video was produced during a world tour through thirteen countries with 150 actors, assisted by 200 other individuals, financially supported by the Human rights Office of Scientology .

Mrs. Shuttleworth met WFWP Los Angeles and signed our signature campaign for Peace in the Middle East and appreciates the MEPI activities for Peace . 

Dr. Yonan, a Religious Science lecturer at Berlin University also presented.   In her talk she shared personal experiences, as well as giving insights into the situation in the German capital where there are approximately 180 different nationalities with more than 600 different religious communities.
An Islamic representative in Berlin gave a short speech, and between the different speeches, there was music, dance and young people read the thirty Articles of the Human Rights Declaration. 

Leaflets with the Human Rights Declaration were distributed and signatures were gathered for the introduction of Human Rights in the German school curriculum.

WFWP Germany, Mrs.Ingrid Lindemann also spoke.  

“As representative of the WFWP International in Germany it has been for quite some time my desire to find  tools to help mothers and educators to teach young people tolerance, and respect, and to implant the desire for a peaceful world into the hearts of our youth. YHRI is such a tool. 

On November 10, 1998 the United Nations declared the first decade of the 21st century, the years 2000 to 2010 to be the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World. 

We are living in a time in which peace and culture of peace are words of great importance.

The basis for a stable peace is the observance of the Human Rights.

The first Article of the Declaration of Human Rights states that all people are free and equal in dignity and rights. Only the observance of this one sentence can change our lives!  All people are equal. How beautiful the world will be where all people are equal, where all people have equal chances and means. 

Human Rights are not only rights we are entitled to benefit from, but they are rights for all mankind. Only a world where everyone enjoys these rights is a world of peace.

Amongst those who initially strove for the human rights to be layed down and declared on an international level was Eleanor Roosevelt, the wife of Franklin D. Roosevelt, president of the USA from 1933 to1945. She emphasised clearly how  human rights can be realized and put into practice. The family, the neighbourhood, school and university, the factory, the office, the workshop, the sports ground, and the world championship of football are all places where everyone can implement the human rights.  

Only when we start to be active, carrying out and protecting  human rights in our personal environment will we see progress in our world!

The world will become a true home for all mankind where each individual can feel comfortable, well provided for, and where all can develop their special capabilities. 

Then all nationalities, cultures, traditions, races and religions will live together in friendship and even in love. To arrive there , borders and barriers, which have been established throughout history and also those in our personal life, which we have accepted so far, need and can be broken down.  The first step is tolerance, the second, respect and the third, coming to know each other. In turn, we will understand and even trust each other. Through respecting and understanding the other party, we undoubtedly will, without hesitating, stand up for this person’s rights!

To foster this understanding and to eliminate prejudices, WFWP have invited young people to participate in friendship meetings with those of other religions, races and nationalities. Friendships  have grown out of these meetings, assisting in the understanding of one another, appreciating the differences- “Bridges of Peace”. Each friendship is a bridge which connects us, our religion, our culture, creating peace. It is the  Bridge of Peace between Christians, Jews and Muslim which has served as a tool for women and young girls from Israel and Palestine become friends! 

The word culture derives from the latin “ cultivare” which means “to cultivate, care for, protect, help to grow”. In and towards a culture of peace we need people, and that is each one of us- to take care of this culture. Emily Greene Balch, Nobel prize laureate made clear that the task of the responsible persons will be to defend this culture of life, to assure the ethic of a culture of dignity for all citizens, and to forearm them with courage and hope.

Let us create the culture of peace by realizing the human rights in our daily life! “
WFWP presented Peace Ambassador certificates to Mrs. Shuttleworth, Mrs Sabine Weber and Mr. Peter Rohde.  

The cooperation of the different groups, nationalities and religious communities for the realisation of the human rights in the midst of the fever of the FIFA World Cup, in the capital of Germany, was like gazing into the new culture of heart and a new connection to those who strive with us, creating this culture. http://www.youthforhumanrights.org 

The Declaration of Human Rights should be taught in schools and  children and young people should learn to protect these rights in their environment ,promoting a Culture of Heart and  Peace. 

During the months of July and August , Mrs. Mary Shuttleworth, travelled through thirty countries to speak out on Human Rights.  
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