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  The Realization of Peace in Women’s Hands:

Meeting the Challenge 

The Eighth Annual Women’s Conference on the Middle East

               Palais des Nations, Rm. 12, U.N., Geneva 

                                 May 9-12, 2004

_______________________________________________________________________

Sponsored by the Women’s Federation for World Peace, Int’l

                   Co-sponsored by the CONGO Committee on the Status of Women 

                                    NGO Working Group on Peace -Geneva
INVITATION
                       20 April, 2004

Dear Madam, Dear Sir,          
We are very pleased to invite you to attend our eighth annual conference titled “The Realization of Peace in Women’s Hands: Meeting the Challenge”, which will be held in Geneva, Switzerland, a city famous for peace making. The conference will be on May 9-12 with sessions on the 10th and 11th at the United Nations, highlighted with a Special High-Level Segment and Panel on ‘Women’s Contribution to Peace in the Middle East” on May 10 at 10:00am. H.E. In’am Al-Mufti, former Minister of Social Development of Jordan will chair the conference.

We know that for women and men the past year has been one of pain. We have all witnessed so much fighting and suffering, especially in Iraq and the Israel-Palestine conflict, but also in widespread acts of terror which, as always, have resulted in the death and maiming of many innocents. As with other conferences in our series, the WFWPI wants to do what it can to address the suffering of the region by giving women who care and are engaged in peace-building efforts in their communities and nations this opportunity for awareness-raising, capacity building and sharing of best practices. 

Once more we invite women of the Middle East to meet one another, this time in Geneva, providing a global context. Women leaders coming from 15 countries in the Middle East will be presenting their views on one of the four sub-themes of the conference during the working sessions. By providing this bridge between women from the Middle East and experts from the International Agencies, Government representatives and NGO’s working here in Geneva, we hope to reach to a new level of understanding and co-operation that could contribute significantly to the goal of peace and prosperity for all people of the region. 

We have found that these gatherings have led to joint projects across national boundaries such as the project for Palestinian refugee children that emerged from last year’s conference in Cyprus. These are small gestures but they are important because they impact the lives of individuals, and it is individuals who make up families, communities and nations. 

The WFWP believes that women’s concerns and women’s perspectives should be brought to the forefront of international debates. Giving more responsibility for peacemaking into the hands of women has been mandated by the UN and is necessary. We have seen that when women gather to share their concerns about their families and their nations that understanding and development can cross religious, national and ethnic boundaries and the elusive goal of peace can be brought closer to realization.

We look forward with eager anticipation to your participation in a very fruitful and effective meeting in Geneva.

Yours sincerely,

Carolyn Handschin-Moser

WFWPI- Dep. Director UN Relations

Ch de la Pierreire 1c

1092 Belmont-sur-Lausanne

Switzerland 

Tel/fax: ++41 21 728 8812

E-mail: wfwpi_ch@swissonline.ch 

Hisae Kobayashi

WFWP I Regional Coordinator- Middle East

______________________________________________

Women’s Conference for Peace in the Middle East Series:
· Women and the Future of the Middle East

Istanbul, Turkey-1997

· The Role of Families in Creating a Peaceful Middle East

Istanbul, Turkey-1998

· Women and the Age of Global Family

Nicosia, Cyprus-1999

· Women and a Culture of Peace

Athens, Greece-2000

· Women and Dialogue among Civilizations

Istanbul, Turkey-2001

· Women’s Role in Building World Peace through Non- Violence

Crete, Greece-2002

· Women’s Role in Building a Culture of Peace

Paphos, Cyprus-2003

The Realization of Peace in Women’s Hands: Meeting the Challenge 

Sunday May 9 (Hotel Warwick)

            19:30 Reception -Opening Dinner (private)

Monday May 10 (At the United Nations)

10:00 – 13:00 Opening Plenary/ Session I 

Welcome:

Mr. Sergei Ordzhonikidze, Director General of the United Nations-GE 

Opening Remarks: 

Professor Lan Young M. Pak : President WFWP International 

H.E. Mrs. In’am Al-Mufti, Conference Chairwoman, Senator in Jordan  

Message from Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak, First Lady of Egypt, Founder ‘Women 

for Peace’ NGO Network

Panel on “Women’s Contribution to Peace in the Middle East”

Dr. B. Ramcharan, Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights

Professor Feride Acar, Chair, Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 

Amb. Najat Al-Hajjaji,(Libya)  Pres. Commission on Human Rights (2003) (inv) 

Dr. Aleya Hammad, Former Executive Director WHO ‘Women’s Health’ / Co-      Founder Women for Peace Network

Dr. Yvonne von Stedingk  Permanent Rep to the UN Geneva for NGO “Change”

(2 speakers coming from the Middle East)

13:00 Lunch break/ ICRC -visit to the Museum

***      15:00 –18:30 Sessions II –III  

Theme 1:  Women’s initiative and Middle East peace  

Theme 2:  Women’s role in creating a culture of peace

Tuesday May 11

10:00 –13:00 Sessions IV -V

Theme 3:  The role of Middle Eastern women in creating a world of peace
Theme 4: The pieces of peace: Practical steps women can take towards a peaceful world  

13:00 Lunch Break

14:30 15:45 Session VI 

 Group discussion / Resolutions

 16:00- 17:00 Closing Plenary

Wednesday May 12 (at the hotel)
***     Working Sessions II-V:  presentations by women from the Middle East on one of the four  themes- followed by discussion/conclusions.
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