Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear friends, honoured guests and all here present.  

Thank you to the WFWP Holland for the loving preparation of this meeting  and for inviting us to this beautiful place.

Thank you all for making the effort to come all the way here. 

It’s a great joy for me to speak to you today. 

We are all here because we all have one desire. We want to create a culture of peace and we want to pass on the key to a world of peace to the next generation. 

So, the topic of my welcoming address today is: 

The Historical Chance of our Active Contribution as Women in building the Culture of Peace.

Peace is a special issue for women

In an appeal of the West German Women’s Peace Movement of December 1956 it is stated that peace is a special task for women. 

“It is in women’s nature to care and protect and we are aware that women have a commitment in public life that no one else can do.”

The pacifist Klara Maria Fassbender’s conviction was, that women have the special task to stand for a peaceful coexistence of people. At the conference held for the West German Women’s Movements for Peace at their 5th Anniversary in 1956: 

“There is no possibility to maintain peace and to create a new world if humankind is not filled with a new spirit. To allow this spirit to develop within us is the task we have taken upon ourselves. Also the world of men needs this enlightenment, especially political thought needs a revival to come away from old political issues of the friend-enemy-thinking and to realize that it must be possible to try to solve conflicting interests on a higher level. We as women have the task to develop our hearts and to open it up for all these things.” 

Women in history
Where do we women stand today? Do we know that our existence has an outstanding significance for world peace? 

If we take a look at history we can discover real hope concerning women. Let us look back briefly at the past. 

History books describe women as deceivers, witches and power-mongers. Little mention of heroic deeds.

It is obvious that history is seen from a androcentric point of view. Even research and archaeology which deals with the origins of humankind, the Palaeolithic art is described mainly as masculine hunting scenes. Only recently it has been discovered that women played an honourable and meaningful role. Mural paintings and archaeological findings from Siberia to middle Europe indicate that there have been perceptions of a higher female being. Riane Eisler (“The Chalice and the Sword”) said that until the early Stone Age the established ideology was gynocentric. The woman was the center and represented by a deity with a female form. Therefore, male dominance over women or superiority of “male” values had no foundation. 

However, the repeated invasions by the Indo-European Nomads (with their War-Gods) caused the downfall of this society. Their core principle put taking life (killing) above giving life. Thus the life giving, nurturing viewpoint of governance, was substituted by the rule of the sword. Cultural poverty occurred due to the repeated destructive invasions. The goddesses became wives of mighty war gods, were murdered or dishonoured through rape. Such legends, priestly abatements, rituals and the obedience toward the gods justified and symbolized the change to the subordination of women. Thus removing all feminine spiritual authority including empowerment in decision making gave the new manly elite a free hand. 

The Meditteranean was a scene of turmoil; the birth of Greek philosophy plus the Roman invasions to conquer them; and a partly nomadic folk (later called Israelites) lived on a thin strip of Mediterranean coastline. They believed that they are the nation chosen by the one true God. This belief helped them to overcome persecution and difficulties. The jahweistic concept in Genesis says that the woman is not created in her own right. She was only an assistant for man and even not an image of God but an image of man since she was created from one of the man’s ribs. Jews and Christians referred more to this history of creation than to the first one in Genesis 1:27, in which it is stated that God created man in his image as man and woman. In the Jewish belief there are several rules concerning purity. That is why women have been excluded from a big part of religious life. They were not allowed to take part in rites and to enter the temple. During the time of the development of Christianity, Greek philosophy influenced Judaism which led to misogynistic concepts. In the dualistic philosophies like Stoicism, Neopythagoreism and Neoplatonism the woman has been categorized as evil, dark, obscure and impure. The Mediterranean patriarchal culture considered women no longer as one who bears life, but only as a vessel. 

Then it was woman who gave birth to Jesus, the son of God. 

Jesus’ attitude towards women was very unusual for his time. 

Through his example he showed that women deserve respect, treating them equally, although at that time this behaviour was considered scandalous. He never warned his disciples of the falsehood of women or spoke about them as inferior creatures. He shocked the religious authorities with his proclamations about the spiritual equality of Jews and Greeks, servants and free people and men and women. The women of the New Testament are living beings with religious-minded personalities. According to Jesus’ sermons, women’s virtues like loving our neighbours and even our enemies, and treating others the way we want to be treated, taking responsibility for each other, should be elevated as basic principles. In early Christianity women held high positions of leadership. The gatherings took place in the houses of Jesus female followers. Women were his most faithful disciples. They had prophetic abilities, they were charitable and hospitable, they proclaimed the Gospel to the people and taught them about faith. 

Women’s virtues, (compassion, care, non-violence, charity) were recognized by Jesus as a spiritual evolution which would lead to a fundamental change in society. This was not accepted by the authorities. Even the apostle Paul could not accept that women could be as capable and intelligent as men. They had to keep silent during gatherings. Apostle Paul disliked marriage saying it estranged humans from God. Paul was a patriarch and his Thought guided Christianity until today. 

In the 3rd Century after Christ, Christianity was not only an idea of the common people but it was a brilliantly organized movement with clear political goals. In the arenas of the martyrs women died for their faith but in the communities they had to humbly cover their heads. In 313 Christianity was accepted officially. At that time the position of women was settled in Christianity. She was the daughter of Eve, who was a seducer and the root of sin. At that time Christianity followed the spirit of the age. Basically Jesus taught that it is a religion of spiritual equality. Although these principles have often been forgotten and ignored, they influenced the history of the European women. 

For a long time the biggest spiritual gift for Christian women were the convents. The English convents Whitby and Ely were considered as centres of education. Many nuns were scholars. For a long time convents were the only places for girls to get an education. But the history books do not say anything about women’s contributions to science, politics and theology. In the Christian era exists a history about female theological traditions from the female disciples to the deacons and preachers of Christian communities and mystics of the Middle Ages. The Venetian theologian and author Christine de Pizan (1405) wrote in her book about the City of Women, about the women’s history of theology which is hushed up continuously. She said the deeds of women are ladders which lead to heaven. Many of the female theologians and female leading believers of various denominations question the erudition of men through living their female virtues.

Through the Reformation, women had the possibility to live as a fellow believer with spiritual equality. The Bible was translated into their own national language so women needed to learn how to read in order to teach their children about faith. 

So this was an excursion into European church history, which formed our society. Certainly women had significant influence in other religions as well and many examples could be given for that, too.

As historians have found throughout history, humanity has faltered between epochs of world view of partnership, and the world view which was centred on men. 

In epochs of partnership, a great cultural creativity can be observed. Prosperity and social advancement has often been accomplished by women. 

Violence, racism and oppression of minorities increased, as women were oppressed. Such times were forerunners of repressive and bloody epochs.

When we review this history we cannot help but perceive and realize our important task. 

The time we live in is called “modern age”, the age of rationality: enlightment instead of superstition; humanism instead of barbarianism; empirical science instead of dogmatism. 

Philosophers and scientists lead the discussions in the western world. They seem to be prophets of a cultural transformation. However these “rational human beings,” continue to kill, oppress and exploit until today. Is this rational? So, can the ideologies of today bring about a peaceful world? 

Partnership as a foundation for a world of peace

In nature everything exists in pairs, in partnerships. That means a woman is a whole and perfect partner. Therefore women are not only helpers or objects of men who need protection. She is an independent entity who complements man by giving and responding to love. Thus man and woman are totally equal. And man and woman need each other to build a wholesome unit. 

I think the phrase “Behind every great man is a great woman” should be changed to “Beside every great man is a great woman.”

Therefore it is natural that the relationship between man and woman should not be burdened by hostility and competitiveness. Everyone has their own qualities and they complement each other. Through this something greater and more beautiful is created than just the sum of their qualities and characteristics. 

Fortunately we live in a culture in which we can be aware of this easily and we can be grateful for that. But still there are many women in this world who do not have a chance to find their true identity. There it is necessary to give good education to both genders to discover and learn to live the greatness of equal partnerships. 

Woman’s role in a partnership for peace

What is the role of a woman in this kind of partnership? Why are women so important for world-peace? Chris Griscom says in her book, “The Feminine Way”, that the feminine creatively strives to find and unite the common points, in all ideas, by discovering the connections in seemingly opposing views as well as solutions in ideologies and philosophies. 

What point of view would be more adequate to research, form and realise the potential for peace? Who would be more adequate to gain peace and to educate the next generation to build a world of peace? 

Let me remind you once more of the quote from Klara Maria Fassbender: 

“There is no possibility to maintain peace and to create a new world as long as peoples spirit is not renewed. And it is our task to develop this new spirit within ourselves”. We women carry this new life within ourselves, giving birth, nurturing, educating and protecting our children. Therefore we feel the necessity of creating peace more urgently. And so the Women’s Federation appeals to women all over the world to sow seeds of peace. 

By bearing and nourishing humanity as mothers we carry the future of humanity in our womb. Motherliness is an essential character of women. Even though a woman does not bear children herself she can realise this character. Why do we call a woman who cares for others, Mother, like Mother Teresa? Mother Teresa did not bear a child but she is the mother to thousands of suffering people and to many young women, who want to follow her example.

Thoughts about the root of human conflicts

There have been great pioneers who searched for options other than common answers concerning human conflicts. And they often showed us that there are skills that can enable us to do “miracles” in interpersonal relationships, which we can manage to learn. Single pioneers have shown us again and again that the roots of conflicts are neither economical or political, nor are they based on ignorance. Economy, politics and media are human activities and manifest the signs of disunion and of wrong alignments of persons who are involved. In other words, human conflicts originate in the mind and heart of each individual. 

Although it seems to be uncomfortable, the solution lies within the mind and heart of every single person. If we want to see lasting changes in the causes of conflicts, this area must be touched. 

The inner disunity becomes evident when the direction of the individual purpose of a person and the public purpose of others conflict. To say it simply, the first step in the direction of conflict, is to put one’s own self-centered interests over the well-being of others. 

This is a critical issue. When individuals build up communities, no matter if they are economic or political (very often both), then the staggering consequences of collective self-centred interests cannot be overlooked. That is the beginning of a vicious cycle of harmful relationships which leads to conflicts and wars. 

If this is done on purpose and knowingly or not, does not change anything about the fact of conflicts that develop when selfish individual purposes are in contradiction to public purposes. To care for oneself does not automatically mean to create a cycle of conflicts. However, maintaining one’s own well-being at the expense of others will always bring conflicts. 

Peace is a natural consequence of agreement on a fundamental level of intention, awareness, thought and deed. When individuals align their personal purposes with the common good (e.g. concerning the needs of others) an inevitable equilibrium and peace will be established, even though the required duties will be difficult to fulfil. 

But it is not enough for an individual to work for a public or universal purpose alone. The purpose itself has to be worthy of selfless giving. There were many occasions, when people were mobilized, yet they were beneficial only for a few, while lethal for all others beyond their borders. The advancement and decline of such demanding ideologies like fascism and communism remind us of the danger, when individuals want to live for a higher purpose without a deep heart of understanding and compassion toward the whole mankind. 

The common purpose has to be focused on universal values like universal human rights which acknowledge the inalienable value of every single person, no matter what his economic or social class, his status of education, his gender, race, religion, nationality or culture may be. Unfortunately this concept is still not accepted universally. If we would see each other truly as one “family of humankind”, then it would be impossible to justify the lack of access to education and economic advantages for a large portion of family members, which a few other members already enjoy today.

We live in an age in which communication with all parts of the world is possible. Through the media we learn when happens on the other side of the globe. Within seconds we can send out messages per email. Within a few hours airplanes bring us to any desired part of the world. 

All external conditions are established to live in a world of peace with mutual acceptance and cooperation. But there is still a long way to go to realise these ideals. According to the UN World Food Program (WEP)’s evaluation, 40 million people are threatened by starvation, especially people in Zimbabwe, Angola, Lesotho, Swaziland and Mozambique. A state of emergency has even been proclaimed in Zambia, Malawi, Ethiopia and Eritrea. About 15 of altogether 40 million people threatened by starvation were in need of immediate aid of up to 1.6 million tons of food till April 2003, and requirements of about 1.9 million tons of food for a further 11 to 15 million people in the region of the Horn of Africa till June 2003.

How can anyone think of war, knowing these numbers? Should we not first think of ending this suffering? Just for comparison: According to an article in “World Military and Social Expenditures” the costs for the development of an intercontinental ballistic missile are as high as the food supply for 50 million children, 160,000 schools could be built and 340,000 hospitals could be opened with this money. One single new nuclear-powered submarine costs as much as the annual expense for education in 23 developing countries, where there are no schools for 120 million children as well as 11 million babies who die before their first birthday. Those who live in poverty and without a chance of education would benefit from an investment with this money. 

Education and peace is a women’s task

Where here is the consideration of the well-being and the basic human rights of our brothers and sisters, in this great human family? The world family concept and respect towards family members, is the only solution, to prevent one from neglecting others and to halt the ever expanding circle of conflicts. 

Recognising the rights of others and protecting their well-being, without exception, just as mothers care for their children, then our minds would be open for the possibility to resolve every conflict peacefully. With this motherly viewpoint miracles can happen. 

So what can we do as women now, to create the internal conditions for peace? 

Wars begin in the heads and hearts of people. They try to resolve conflicts with violence since the ability for constructive solutions are missing. These in turn have their roots in the experience of security, respect and love in the family. There is the beginning of our task as women - to support our children and youth, to develop qualities to positive cooperation, i. e. understanding for each other, prevention of self-centredness. Thus our family will become a building block for a peaceful world. 

It does not matter where our family is or what it looks like. Perhaps it is like my six-headed family or like my neighbour’s family? My colleagues can be my family, my pupils – as women we can find our family everywhere and in that manner we can contribute to the establishment of a peaceful world. Therefore the essential matter of world peace depends on the question of how peace is realised by the individual and within the family. 

So peace does not begin on the global level. Peace treaties between hostile nations are significant and desirable, but lasting peace can only be attained if we engraft it into the hearts of the next generation. 

The WFWP and its work for the establishment of peace

Politicians talk about the unity of Europe. Through agreements like a collective currency they connect the countries, externally. 

But we know that external formalities cannot bring people together. Unity can only come about on the heartistic level. That is our way and our task. Our husbands and families will follow the way which we as women prepare. We as women who want to be sisters can rebuild and strengthen the connection between our nations.

The Women’s Federation for World Peace began here. The WFWP is neither “one more” organisation for women NOR is it an organisation that stands solely for women’s rights. Our work has many aspects and adapts itself to situations in each nation. 

Therefore the first main aspect of our work in the Women’s Federation for World Peace is the education of the society to attain a culture of peace. Education for peace begins in the closest family circle, expanding to the societal, national and global level. Transmission of a good value system is part of this. We want to live and convey the basic principle – to lead a life for others. 

Hence the second main focus of our work: that is our activity in developing countries and in social activities in our neighbourhood. 

The third aspect is help and education for conflict resolution. In this aspect the Women’s Federation contributes to peace in a unique way. The Women’s Federation for World Peace inspired hostile nations, different cultures, races and religions to build bridges of peace through sisterhood-ceremonies during the past years. These bridges of peace help to repent and to forgive. Thus seeds of peace can be sown throughout the whole world. The founder of the Women’s Federation, Mrs Hak Ja Han said in her speech, “Women, who will take the leading role in the world”: “If you really feel God’s heart how can you settle a score with your enemies? On the contrary, what you should do is make the people help their enemies. The wish to embrace your enemies and to become united through love will bring you to the gates of heaven.”

If all the women in the world become sisters, men cannot wage anymore war. This is the main premise of Bridges of Peace. Meanwhile many men have embraced this thought and participate in Bridges of Peace. Such loving embraces are nothing else than the realisation of that mentality which Jesus Christ wanted to spread 2000 years ago. 

Martin Luther King jun. said: “Ultimately love is the only force that can change enemies to friends.” Fortunately people of all cultures challenge the common system and the elementary connection among each other that is called “Agape” by seers and mystics. This will lead to the transformation that is desired by everyone. 

We believe that we women can change this world. Many women have led the way. Who does not know Mother Teresa? Harriet Beecher-Stowe, the author of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” fought against slavery. Bertha von Suttner could change the consciousness of society with her novel “Lay down your weapons!” and was the first woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize. The famous Swedish poetess Selma Lagerlöf was a pioneer for peace among peoples her whole life. It might not be so well known that also Helen Keller, besides supporting deaf-mute and blind people, invested herself for peace. As a contemporary, Jehan Sadat was energetically at her husband’s side, who was the president of Egypt at that time. It is also her merit that he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

I especially would like to mention the merits of Mrs Dr. Hak Ja Han, the founder of the worldwide Women’s Federation for World Peace who without rest deployed for all humankind to develop understanding and love for each other. 

Let’s not forget the women who have to fight for the survival of their families every day under often inexpressible conditions. Their tears are the precious pearls for peace.

Selfless motherly love is the greatest energy which exists in this world. We can bring this into the society, politics, economy, education, legal system and into diplomacy. With great conviction, we have to go forward no matter how hurt and scarred this world may be. It can be healed and cleansed.

With this background, it is my concern here in our current meeting to recognise our personal responsibility to create a free and peaceful world. I hope that our gathering here in Holland gives all of us a chance to find new ways in this historical time, to transform this world. 

Peace does not only mean to live without war. Peace is being together with all different races, religions, cultures and nations in mutual acceptance and mutual respect and support. 

So peace starts within our hearts and expands to the hearts of all our fellow men.

We can start now and today. 
I want to conclude my speech with four wishes for this first decade in the third millennium:

1.) May every woman discover the qualities and skills within herself and use these for the creation of a world of peace. 

2.) May a true partnership between man and woman develop.
3.) May globalisation be understood as a gathering together of all races, religions, cultures and nations in mutual acceptance, respect and support. 

4.) May the universal values that transcend all differences unite families, cities, nations and the world. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 
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