Voices from the Non-Governmental and Nonprofit Community

Kofi Annan, former United Nations Secretary General, stated in May 2000 that “the NGO revolution is one of the happier consequences of what has come to define our age: globalization.”

Also known as non-governmental organizations, nonprofits and charities, NGOs are present everywhere throughout the world, varying in purpose, cause, effort and ideology, and differing in size, resources and organization. They are impacting all aspects of society, often filling the gap between government and industry.

The World Association of Non-Governmental Organizations (WANGO), a global association of NGOs serving humanity, has published The NGO Revolution, released in November 2006, that presents diverse perspectives from national and international leaders representing governments and civil society regarding the vital role of the NGO sector within society, as well as valuable insights, real stories and applicable solutions proposed by grassroots NGO practitioners.

Natalie Ambrose, Director of Emerging Issues & Strategic Planning for the Council on Foundations, Washington, DC, spoke of the societal role of NGOs. “A global and human problem is not so much a lack of resources, but a lack of leadership and vision. Our institutions need to help assemble the collective will to make the world better.”

