The Tenth Annual Women’s Conference for Peace in the Middle East 

Building a Culture of Peace in the Family;
Educating for Peace in the World 
Statement of Purpose

The Women’s Federation for World Peace is holding its tenth conference in a series on the role of women in creating Peace in the Middle East. The theme this year is,  “Building a Culture of Peace in the Family; Educating for Peace in the World” to focus on the impact that the family has in building and consolidating world peace. The context, as in previous meetings, is the Middle East itself, and the unique mix of difficulties and opportunities it offers. On the one hand, the region is divided by national, ethnic and religious differences. On the other, though, its people are deeply steeped in rich religious and cultural traditions that offer the vision, understanding and principles needed to help find solutions to these problems.

The work of The Women’s Federation for World Peace in the region is part of its global effort to promote women’s distinctive experience, perspective, skills and competence in conflict resolution, peace-building and prevention. Education is the key to peace, human development, the respect for human rights and diversity. The stability of that foundation rests upon the values and experiences cultivated in the family. It is the specific realm of women in their role as leaders and care-givers in a family that the concepts and behaviors associated with preventive diplomacy, social justice, healing and reconciliation are introduced.  Siblings can be bitter enemies for a time, but through the love and example of their parents they can learn to overcome their rivalries and differences and, in maturity, learn to appreciate each other’s contribution towards family peace. There is a methodology of that “transformation of heart” that needs to be reviewed for broader application.
Now more than ever, at a time when the priorities and practices of our culture hold an unprecedented potential for both destruction and development, alternative concepts that can shift  prevalent social norms, values and behaviors are needed. During this conference, we will explore the transformative and educational mechanisms found in a healthy family, as a paradigm for peace-building in the world. We will look at the crucial role of women as peace educators in the family and society and consequently their latent potential in fostering a culture of peace in strife-torn communities and societies if adequately empowered. 
Cnference Topics:     1.  The family, educating for peace (“School of Peace”)?

  2.  The model family as a paradigm for Middle East peace

     3.  Weapons of peace: women’s contribution to the peace process. 
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