“Peace Makers for Sacred Healing”
Diana Davies and I were invited to a conference in Virginia USA organised by Women in Ministry, which has grown out of ACLC. Five other organizations co-hosted the conference.
The main purpose was reconciliation between Native American women and those who came later to America. This year marks 400 years since the English settlers arrived and settled in Jamestown. I went as a representative of England in order to repent on behalf of those settlers for the tragic history that followed. The damage to the native tribes is irreparable.

The venue was chosen because of it’s proximity to Jamestown, the place where the English established their first settlement. We visited this historical place on the first morning of the conference. Making a large circle of about 100 women we prayed there together.
We heard testimonies from our Native American sisters (and brothers) of painful things which had happened to them and their parents and ancestors but the remarkable thing was that they had already a heart of forgiveness which moved everyone so much.

Brenda Miller, one of the  organisers of the event, together with Claire Daugherty and Reiko Jenkins, received the inspiration to have a ‘give away ceremony.’ This proved to be the high point of the conference. Women who were descended from the founding fathers were chosen to give specific gifts to the Native Americans in a beautiful respectful manner. I felt that instead of taking from the Native Americans my ancestors could have brought them gifts from England. Somehow in this symbolic way healing was taking place. 

There were many powerful black women ministers at the Conference. Many of them had Native American ancestry. One lady felt that her enraged forefather who was a chief could be liberated through the conference.
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We concluded everything with a Bridge of Peace led by Alexa Ward (WFWP President USA) The wording of the usual Pledge read at these ceremonies was replaced by.  “I am sorry for what happened to your people. Please accept me as your sister.” The Native American response was, “I pledge to care for you as a sister in reconciliation toward the healing of all.” In this way new bonds of love, understanding and friendship were created across former divisions.

I came back with a new heart of responsibility towards those we have wronged historically and a deep sense of the importance of loving and serving others, in order to realise the true value and purpose of life. 
We can give joy, not only to God and others, but also to ourselves.          
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