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Excellencies, distinguished guests, colleagues and friends, 
I am   honoured to address all of you today and to have the opportunity to celebrate with you the Eighth Annual Women’s Conference for Peace in the Middle East.  I will be presenting you with a brief background on the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), its commitment, achievement as well as a snap shot of the conditions it operates under as well as those facing the Palestine refugees in the occupied Palestinian territories (oPt) of Gaza strip and West Bank.  
I.  Establishment of UNRWA
Following the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict UNRWA was established by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949 to carry out direct relief and works programmes for Palestine refugees.  The Agency began operations on 1 May 1950.  In the absence of a solution to the Palestine refugee problem, the General Assembly has repeatedly renewed UNRWA’s mandate, most recently extending it until 30 June 2005.
UNRWA was established as a subsidiary organ of the General Assembly “to prevent conditions of starvation and distress” among Palestine refugees and to “further conditions of peace and stability” through “direct relief and works programmes”. UNRWA’s mandate fully expresses its humanitarian character. 
Since its establishment, the Agency has delivered its services in times of relative calm in the Middle East, and in times of hostilities.  It has fed, housed and clothed tens of thousand of fleeing refugees and at the same time educated and given health care to hundreds of thousand of refugees. 

UNRWA is unique in terms of its long-standing commitment to one group of refugees and its contributions to the welfare and human development of four generations of Palestine refugees.  Originally envisaged as a temporary organization, the Agency has gradually adjusted its programmes to meet the changing needs of the refugees.  Today, UNRWA is the main provider of basic services to 4.1 million registered Palestine refugees.
II. Who is a registered Palestine Refugee? 
A registered Palestine refugee is a person whose normal place of residence was Palestine during the period 1 June 1946 to 15 May 1948 and who lost both home and means of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict or descendants of such persons in the male line who were born after 1948. Today and as of 31 March 2004, more than 4 million refugees were registered with UNRWA. In the Gaza Strip, there were 927,624 UNRWA-registered refugees, constituting more than 6.37 percent of the population. The corresponding figure for the West Bank was 664,246 or about 28.1 percent of the population. About half and one-third respectively of refugees in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank live in refugee camps. Palestine refugees living in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip account for about 38.4 percent of all registered Palestine refugees, while the remaining are located in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. Approximately 1.3 million refugees, around one third of the total, live in 59 recognized camps.  
V. UNRWA’s Main Programmes

UNRWA serves the Palestine refugees through four main programmes:  Health, Education, Relief and Social, as well as Microfinance, which are provided through its installations within the camp parameters or nearby communities where there are large concentrations of refugees.   Unlike other United Nations organizations which work through local authorities or executing agencies, UNRWA provides its services directly to Palestine refugees.  While the Agency is solely responsible for the planning and implementation of its own activities and projects, yet in the health and education sectors, UNRWA cooperates closely with the host government authorities   since they also provide some services to the Palestine refugees.
1.  Health

Health care is an important focus in conflict situations and in relation to refugees. Since UNRWA commenced operations in 1950, the Agency’s Health Programme has systematically intervened to improve the health of registered Palestine refugees. UNRWA’s current health intervention focus is to protect, preserve and promote the wellbeing of the refugee population and meet their basic health needs. Through its services spanning primary health care, nutritional supplementary feeding, secondary health care assistance and environmental health related activities and various  interventions UNRWA’s health services has enabled refugee women to enhance their human potential. Infant mortality rates have dropped from 180 deaths per 1,000 live births in the 1960s to 32-35 per 1,000 in the 1990s, which is far below the WHO target of 50 deaths per 1,000 births for developing countries by the year 2000. Protein-calorie malnutrition, highly prevalent in the 1950s and the 1960s was eliminated in the early 1990s, though it appears to have resurfaced during the last three years due to the conditions of strife in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt). As a result of UNRWA’s expanded programme of immunisation among refugee children, the last confirmed case of polio was reported in 1993 and no case of tetanus was reported during the 1990s. For the oPt as a whole, where around 70 percent of the population of the Gaza Strip and 27 percent of the population of the West Bank are registered refugees, the total fertility rate has dropped between 1950 to date and the total life expectancy as well as life expectancy for women has gone up. (as [image: image1]noted in tables 1+ 2)
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Women’s health care has been compromised by the current conditions of strife. Due to the   frequently imposed restrictions on mobility,       women have on many occasions been prevented from reaching hospitals or medical personnel. A number of UNRWA clinics have been closed for a considerable period of time as a result of closures and curfews, causing the loss of thousands of workdays. In the West Bank, the rate of women giving birth at home has witnessed a 61 percent increase and the proportion of infants below six months of age completing immunisation programmes in the period from 2000 to 2002 has dropped 35 percent. In the Gaza Strip, the rate of miscarriages has risen by 135 percent.
 A reported 50 percent of women slated for appointments at the UNRWA Rafah clinic have failed to attend antenatal care due to movement restrictions. Severe and moderate anemia rates amongst infants have increased by more than 50 percent. UNRWA’s Health Programme is also facing increased demands due to the injuries, stress and psychological trauma caused by the conflict. In order to address the difficulties faced by Palestinians when seeking medical assistance under such circumstances, UNRWA has provided mobile health units, hired extra personnel and procured extra medical supplies. The Agency has also initiated a new psycho-social support programme. 
2.  Education 
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The Education Programme has, from its start, incorporated achievement of gender parity as one of its main objectives. This has spanned the Agency’s elementary and preparatory school networks, both at the level of pupils and teaching staff. The Agency runs eight vocational and technical training centres with a current capacity for 5,101 trainees. All training centres are open to women and participation rates of Palestine refugee women is generally on the rise, accounting for almost 30 percent of trainees in all courses Agency-wide.  Of its 17,572 teachers, the education programme 47.9 per cent is females.
UNRWA’s vocational and technical education programme offers practical training to Palestine refugee youths to equip them with skills and expertise relevant to Middle East labour markets. 

In the 2002/2003 academic year, 490,949 pupils were enrolled in UNRWA’s elementary, preparatory and secondary schools, of whom 50 per cent were female students. It is worth noting that during the early 1960s, UNRWA’s school system was the first in the Middle East region to achieve equal enrolment of girls and boys. While the elementary schools achieved this objective over three decades ago, it has been slower process in the Agency’s preparatory schools, primarily due to socio-cultural choices.  
(Table 4 illustrates the steady increase in the percentage of female teaching staff in UNRWA schools Agency-wide. This is a measure of the Agency’s explicit commitment to gender balance in its Education Programme. (Accompanying tables 3 and 4 illustrate the path chartered by UNRWA’s elementary and preparatory schools towards gender parity with regard to student enrolment.)  
. 


[image: image2]
Over the course of the uprising (intifada), UNRWA has witnessed severe disruptions to its education activities as a result of closures and curfews. Despite numerous initiatives to reassign and hire new teachers, 34,940 teaching days were lost in the 2002/2003 school year in UNRWA's West Bank schools with a further 24,596 days lost in the Gaza Strip
 Female pupils and teachers appear to have been particularly affected by the increased problems of access to education facilities and the dangers involved in travelling to and from school, as well as the danger students and teachers are exposed to in schools. Parents have prohibited daughters from attending classes out of fears for their safety, and female pupils and teachers walk long distances in deserted areas to avoid Israeli soldiers and settlers.
 The root causes of the anxiety expressed by parents and school children are illustrated by several cases where children have been injured whilst in school or on their way to school in the oPt. 

Noting the gravity of the situation and the need for supportive structures for pupils and teachers alike, UNRWA has designed a programme of remedial education to support children who are in need of additional tuition. However, the long-term effects will likely necessitate a broader and more systematic approach in the future. 

3. The Relief and Social Services Programme

The mission of the Relief and Social Services Programme (RSS) is to provide humanitarian assistance for Palestine refugees who suffer from acute socio-economic hardship and to promote self-reliance among less advantaged members within the refugee community, in particular women, children  youth as well as the physically and mentally challenged. 
Of the current 233,044 Special Hardship Cases (SHCs) who constituted 5.7 percent of the registered refugee population and who were unable to meet basic needs for food, shelter and other essentials, 45.8 percent are families headed by widow, divorcee or deserted female refugees. This high level of female-headed households in the most vulnerable section of the refugee community is indicative of the unduly heavy burden that refugee women bear at the lowest income levels. 

The Agency has invested special efforts involving the developmental concepts and practices of its social development programmes with an increased emphasis on participatory approaches in the planning and implementation of camp activities. The number of Community Based Organisations in the Agency’s five fields of operations has reached 109, of which 71 are Women Programme Centres. These centres provide skills training for women and have indeed evolved since UNRWA’s inception to include activities ranging from sewing and embroidery to computer skills. These centres also conducted public awareness campaigns on a wide range of issues such as early marriage, domestic violence, AIDS, drug addiction, causes of poverty, health and hygiene, environmental concerns and the like. Counselling services, legal advice, kindergartens and nurseries are also offered as support services to women, in addition to recreational and cultural activities for refugee children, youth and women. The Relief and Social Services Programme has promoted the self-reliance of Palestine refugee women through its Microcredit Community Support Programme (MCSP)   which issued nearly  I million US$  in small loans during the period July 2002 – June 2003 benefiting 1,630 individuals of which  84%   were removed from the relief services registry  as they started their journey towards self-reliance.  
4.
Microfinance and Microenterprise Programme

In addition, UNRWA operates a stand alone Microfinance and Microenterprise Programme which targets female entrepreneurs through its Solidarity Group Lending product (SGL The product is devised to encourage women’s economic participation, strengthen business activity, create jobs, generate income for participants as well as contribute to poverty alleviation efforts.    Women involved in economic activity under the scheme tend to be the primary breadwinners of the family and typically have 7-8 dependants. Several impact studies of the loan scheme have indicated its role in empowering women to utilise their entrepreneurial abilities in an economic setting dominated by men. Currently there are 2,850 women holding loans under the programme. In February 2004 alone, 400 new loans were disbursed. 
The conditions of the intifada have effectively limited the economic opportunities of Palestine refugees. A long-standing economic system characterised by male migrant labour flows from the oPt into Israel has led to low female participation rates in the labour force. When planning and implementing humanitarian responses, it is important to view women as active agents and not primarily as victims, thus obscuring their capabilities. 

V.
The current situation in the oPt

The UN Resolution 1325 expresses “concern that civilians, particularly women and children, account for the vast majority of those adversely affected by armed conflict, including as refugees and internally displaced persons.” The current situation in the oPt represents a humanitarian emergency. A telling indicator of the crisis is the level of poverty among the Palestinian population. According to a World Bank report, 60 percent of the Palestinian population live on less than US$ 2 a day. In the Gaza Strip, the same source estimates the poverty rate to be as high as 75 percent.

Constituting the most vulnerable population sub-group in the oPt, the refugee community has experienced dramatic deterioration of household welfare and food security in the wake of ongoing violence. Restrictions on movement and the conditions of strife have negatively impacted on people’s social and psychological wellbeing. The situation in the oPt poses serious challenges and places heavy burdens on Palestine refugee women. Areas of particular importance to their welfare include personal security, health care, education, housing and economic opportunities.  

VI. Protection of civilian women
Resolution 1325 reaffirms the “need to implement fully international humanitarian and human rights law that protects the rights of women and girls during and after conflict.” Moreover, it calls upon “all parties to armed conflict to respect fully international law applicable to the rights and protection of women and girls, especially as civilians, in particular the obligations applicable to them under the Geneva Convention of 1949 and the additional Protocols thereto of 1977.”

In international humanitarian law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention (to which Israel is a party), to which resolution 1325 specifically refers, women and children benefit from all the provisions which state the basic principle of humane treatment, e.g., Article 27 of the Fourth Geneva Convention provides that civilians shall “at all times be humanely treated and shall be protected especially against all acts of violence or threats thereof.” Since September 2000, a number of incidents reported to UNRWA demonstrate that the protection of women has been seriously compromised and the notion of humane treatment has been severely violated. 
VII. House demolitions 

[image: image3]
Refugee camps constitute the areas that have been most adversely affected by Israeli military assaults and incursions, as well as closures and curfews throughout the intifada. On many occasions, there have been clashes between the Israeli military and armed Palestinian groups in refugee camps or in their vicinity. Moreover, a number of families have had their houses demolished by the Israeli army, a practice that has severely affected Palestine refugee women. 

In the Gaza Strip, by the end of February 2004, the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) had demolished 1656 houses, including 1403 refugee housing units that accommodated 12,673 individuals – of whom around 60 percent were women and children under 15 years of age. House demolitions have typically taken place at night and often without any warning that would allow occupants to remove their personal belongings. An example of house demolitions and their impact on civilians can be drawn from the 16 to 22 January incursion into Rafah town and camp in the Gaza Strip when the IDF destroyed 72 buildings over a 7 day-period, leaving 584 people homeless. Except for destructions of the Jenin camp in 2002, this was the largest wave of house demolition since the beginning of the current crisis in the oPt.
	Total No. in Gaza Strip (as of 27 February 2004)

	 
	Refugees
	Non-Refugees
	Total

	Total No. of houses demolished
	 
	 
	1226
	212
	1438

	Total No. of houses partially demolished in need of reconstruction
	177
	41
	218

	Total No. of houses completely and partially demolished
	 
	1403
	253
	1656

	Total No. of houses damaged and in need of repair
	2398
	220
	2618

	Total No. of families whose houses were demolished
	 
	2043
	450
	2493

	Total No. of families whose houses were partially demolished
	298
	63
	361

	Total No. of families whose houses were completely and partially demolished
	 
	2341
	513
	2854

	Total No. of families whose houses were damaged and in need of repair
	3074
	299
	3373

	Total No. of persons whose houses were demolished
	 
	11031
	1984
	13015

	Total No. of persons whose houses were partially demolished
	1642
	316
	1958

	Total No. of persons whose house were completely and partially demolished
	12673
	2300
	14973

	Total No. of persons whose house were damaged and in need of repair
	17857
	1944
	19801


VIII. Humanitarian operations and gender perspectives - UNRWA

 Resolution 1325 also stresses the need for integrated gender perspectives and women’s full participation in humanitarian operations. Given the many ways in which humanitarian and development concerns interact and affect one another and given the long-lasting social and economic impact of conflicts, it is crucial to ensure that gender perspectives are systematically integrated into the full range of long-term development oriented activities and short-term emergency responses. UNRWA’s emphasis on human resource development in programmes and operations since the late 1950s was imbued with a gender sensitive outlook. 

Achieving gender parity in its educational programmes, focusing on gender issues in its endeavours to ensure adequate primary health standards, working to alleviate the suffering of the female refugee poor and female headed households, and making it possible to bring to fruition the entrepreneurial capabilities of refugee women through financing micro-level enterprises could be counted among UNRWA’s policy initiatives that have recognised the vulnerability of Palestine refugee women and sought to address the issue by empowerment strategies. 

To be effective, humanitarian responses must focus on a wide range of issues and seek the active involvement of those uprooted throughout the stages of planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of programmes. UNRWA employs 3,500 and 7,000 Palestinian staff in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip respectively – the vast majority of whom are themselves refugees. Gender balance in various occupations has an important bearing on the Agency’s human resource policy. The percentage of UNRWA female staff in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is approximately 40 percent, with sectoral differences. In the areas of education and relief and social services, employment figures demonstrate gender parity. 

I trust that this brief summary gave you an insight to UNRWA’s work and commitment to its humanitarian mission.  Unfortunately, despite all efforts the Israeli-imposed closures and curfews have severely restricted movement, making it difficult for Palestinians to sustain their livelihoods. UNRWA is deeply concerned about the impact of the current conflict on the civilian population in general and the refugee population in particular and is acutely aware of the fact that women in the oPt are shouldering immense burdens. 

Faithful to our   Mandate we call on all international parties to respect the international law, conventions and all UN Resolutions   applicable to the rights and protection of women and children who are the most impacted by armed conflict.  We also urge women to actively participate in all decision making agencies and entities to bring an  end to the human suffering resulting from the continued and escalating armed conflicts in order to advance peace processes through out the globe.   
Again, please allow me to thank you for your kind invitation assuring you all that despite all challenges, we will continue working towards achieving the humanitarian mission for which UNRWA was established.    

Resolution 1325 “calls upon all parties to armed conflict to respect the civilian nature and humanitarian character of refugee camps and settlements.” This is compounded by the Geneva Convention, which prohibits the destruction by the Occupying Power of real or personal property, except where such destruction is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations. 
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According to the Fourth Geneva Convention, the Occupying Power is under an obligation to facilitate the proper working of all institutions devoted to the care and the education of children. Education is of utmost importance for full participation in society and has been a key focus area for UNRWA over the last five decades – encouraging and indeed achieving gender parity in enrolment and ensuring equal skill and knowledge bases between boys and girls
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The Fourth Geneva Convention stipulates that the wounded and sick, as well as the infirm and expectant mothers shall be the object of particular protection and respect. It also provides that medical personnel of all categories shall be allowed to carry out their duties and that immunisation programmes shall be able to continue without disruption. 
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� UNRWA Emergency Appeal 2003. January – June 2003, p. 13


� UNRWA Emergency Appeal, Emergency Education., p. 17


� UN Commission on the Status of Women Situation of and assistance to Palestinian women: Report of the Secretary-General 2003, p. 4


� The World Bank Two Years of Intifada, Closures and Palestinian Economic Crisis March 2003, p. 3 (draft report)
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				1950-1955		1975-1980		2000-2005

		Total fertility rate (per woman)		7.4		7.4		5.6

		Life expectancy (years) Total		43.2		60.8		72.4

		Life expectancy (years) Female		44.3		62.7		74

						1973		2002

		PCBS Population Estimated -oPt						3,464,550

		UNRWA Registered refugees -WBGA				607,485		1,532,589

												Gaza Strip		West Bank

										The estimated total population of Gaza Strip according to PCBS		382,912		1,661,082

										Registered refugees June 2002		878,997		626,532

												1,261,909		2,287,614
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		Source : Population Division, DESA, United Nations, World Population Ageing 1950-2050

		Sources : 1) Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), Population, Housing and Establishment Census 1997, January 2000
                2) UNRWA Registration Statistical Bulletin for the Second quarter 2002 (July 2002).
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		Enrolment, % female (elementary, UNRWA Schools)

		location		Agency		Jordan		Lebanon		Syria		West Bank		Gaza Strip

		1950		0.26		0.29		0.23		0.20				0.26

		1951		0.27		0.28		0.31		0.29				0.24

		1952		0.29		0.31		0.32		0.36				0.24

		1953		0.34		0.37		0.36		0.36				0.28

		1954		0.35		0.37		0.35		0.37				0.31

		1955		0.37		0.37		0.40		0.37				0.36

		1956		0.38		0.37		0.40		0.37				0.39

		1957		0.39		0.37		0.40		0.37				0.41

		1958		0.40		0.38		0.41		0.38				0.44

		1959		0.41		0.39		0.42		0.39				0.45

		1960		0.42		0.40		0.42		0.40				0.47

		1961		0.43		0.41		0.44		0.41				0.47

		1962		0.44		0.42		0.43		0.42				0.47

		1963		0.45		0.44		0.44		0.43				0.48

		1964		0.45		0.44		0.44		0.44				0.48

		1965		0.45		0.45		0.45		0.44				0.47

		1966		0.46		0.45		0.45		0.44				0.47

		1967		0.45		0.43		0.46		0.45		0.46		0.46

		1968		0.46		0.45		0.46		0.45		0.47		0.47

		1969		0.46		0.46		0.46		0.45		0.47		0.47

		1970		0.46		0.45		0.47		0.44		0.47		0.46

		1971		0.45		0.47		0.47		0.45		0.48		0.46

		1972		0.47		0.47		0.47		0.46		0.48		0.46

		1973		0.47		0.47		0.47		0.46		0.48		0.46

		1974		0.47		0.47		0.47		0.46		0.48		0.46

		1975		0.48		0.47		0.47		0.47		0.50		0.47

		1976		0.47		0.47		0.47		0.47		0.48		0.47

		1977		0.47		0.48		0.48		0.47		0.48		0.47

		1978		0.47		0.47		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.47

		1979		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.46

		1980		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.47

		1981		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.47

		1982		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.48		0.49		0.47

		1983		0.49		0.49		0.49		0.49		0.50		0.47

		1984		0.48		0.49		0.49		0.47		0.50		0.47

		1985		0.48		0.49		0.48		0.48		0.50		0.47

		1986		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.47

		1987		0.48		0.49		0.48		0.48		0.50		0.47

		1988		0.49		0.49		0.50		0.48		0.50		0.49

		1989		0.49		0.48		0.49		0.48		0.52		0.49

		1990		0.49		0.48		0.48		0.48		0.54		0.48

		1991		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.48		0.49		0.48

		1992		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.48		0.48		0.48

		1993		0.49		0.49		0.50		0.47		0.48		0.49

		1994		0.48		0.49		0.50		0.49		0.45		0.49

		1995		0.48		0.49		0.49		0.48		0.48		0.49

		1996		0.49		0.49		0.49		0.48		0.50		0.49

		1997		0.49		0.49		0.49		0.49		0.51		0.49

		1998		0.50		0.49		0.49		0.48		0.51		0.49

		1999		0.50		0.50		0.49		0.51		0.56		0.49

		2000		0.50		0.49		0.49		0.50		0.52		0.49
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		Enrolment, % female (preparatory, UNRWA Schools)

		location		Agency		Jordan		Lebanon		Syria		West Bank		Gaza Strip

		1950		0.00		0.00		0.00		0.00				0.00

		1951		0.00		0.00		0.00		0.00				0.00

		1952		0.06		0.00		0.00		0.00				0.09

		1953		0.05		0.01		0.00		0.19				0.03

		1954		0.07		0.04		0.02		0.18				0.06

		1955		0.15		0.15		0.17		0.25				0.11

		1956		0.18		0.16		0.21		0.41				0.13

		1957		0.18		0.16		0.23		0.23				0.16

		1958		0.20		0.18		0.25		0.24				0.20

		1959		0.24		0.22		0.23		0.23				0.26

		1960		0.27		0.24		0.27		0.25				0.33

		1961		0.31		0.26		0.29		0.27				0.42

		1962		0.36		0.26		0.31		0.29				0.51

		1963		0.35		0.28		0.33		0.32				0.46

		1964		0.37		0.30		0.35		0.33				0.46

		1965		0.37		0.32		0.34		0.35				0.45

		1966		0.39		0.34		0.33		0.36				0.48

		1967		0.39		0.35		0.36		0.37		0.37		0.48

		1968		0.41		0.38		0.36		0.38		0.38		0.48

		1969		0.41		0.38		0.39		0.40		0.39		0.48

		1970		0.42		0.39		0.42		0.40		0.40		0.48

		1971		0.42		0.37		0.44		0.41		0.40		0.48

		1972		0.43		0.40		0.44		0.43		0.40		0.49

		1973		0.43		0.40		0.45		0.43		0.41		0.49

		1974		0.44		0.42		0.46		0.45		0.40		0.48

		1975		0.45		0.42		0.47		0.46		0.45		0.47

		1976		0.45		0.43		0.47		0.45		0.43		0.46

		1977		0.45		0.44		0.48		0.46		0.43		0.45

		1978		0.45		0.45		0.48		0.45		0.45		0.45

		1979		0.46		0.45		0.49		0.47		0.46		0.45

		1980		0.47		0.46		0.50		0.47		0.47		0.46

		1981		0.47		0.46		0.50		0.47		0.46		0.47

		1982		0.47		0.45		0.49		0.47		0.48		0.47

		1983		0.47		0.46		0.50		0.48		0.48		0.48

		1984		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.48		0.48		0.48

		1985		0.47		0.47		0.47		0.47		0.48		0.47

		1986		0.48		0.48		0.49		0.47		0.49		0.47

		1987		0.48		0.48		0.51		0.47		0.49		0.47

		1988		0.48		0.47		0.48		0.47		0.48		0.47

		1989		0.48		0.48		0.53		0.48		0.49		0.47

		1990		0.48		0.48		0.51		0.48		0.47		0.47

		1991		0.48		0.48		0.50		0.49		0.48		0.47

		1992		0.48		0.48		0.50		0.48		0.47		0.48

		1993		0.49		0.49		0.44		0.48		0.51		0.49

		1994		0.49		0.48		0.50		0.48		0.50		0.49

		1995		0.49		0.48		0.52		0.49		0.54		0.48

		1996		0.49		0.48		0.53		0.49		0.51		0.48

		1997		0.50		0.48		0.53		0.49		0.54		0.50

		1998		0.50		0.48		0.53		0.49		0.52		0.50

		1999		0.50		0.48		0.53		0.49		0.52		0.51

		2000		0.50		0.47		0.55		0.49		0.54		0.50
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Table 3: UNRWA achieves gender parity in its schools 
Percentage of female student enroIlment in UNRWA Elementary Schools Agency-wide
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Table 2: UNRWA achieves gender parity in its schools 
Percentage of female student enroIlment in UNRWA Preparatory Schools Agency-wide

0

0

0.0647857889

0.0522512507

0.06624305

0.1527646428

0.1750022208

0.1773509884

0.2030416487

0.2357637743

0.2725304544

0.3107305999

0.3602795145

0.3507039546

0.3673569799

0.3713049142

0.3878318843

0.3916377258

0.4060953957

0.4115237786

0.4195359336

0.4201089973

0.4303516956

0.4320781697

0.4386307115

0.4470066869

0.4450896264

0.448069446

0.4543197384

0.4575211199

0.4673587468

0.4659098105

0.4681329224

0.4709039524

0.4798233057

0.4726328342

0.4764533037

0.4775830035

0.4757862117

0.4820678072

0.4792843469

0.4830167582

0.4817136262

0.4881753678

0.4887252071

0.4942195021

0.4893818998

0.4981331011

0.4978251

0.4997818994

0.5001244467



Sheet3

		






_1140006739.xls
Chart2

		1950-1955		1950-1955

		1975-1980		1975-1980

		2000-2005		2000-2005



Life expectancy (years) Total

Life expectancy (years) Female

Years

Table 2: Life expectancy (years), oPt

43.2

44.3

60.8

62.7

72.4

74



Sheet1

				1950-1955		1975-1980		2000-2005

		Total fertility rate (per woman)		7.4		7.4		5.6

		Life expectancy (years) Total		43.2		60.8		72.4
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		Source : Population Division, DESA, United Nations, World Population Ageing 1950-2050

		Sources : 1) Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS), Population, Housing and Establishment Census 1997, January 2000
                2) UNRWA Registration Statistical Bulletin for the Second quarter 2002 (July 2002).
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