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Madam Chairperson,

Distinguished participants,

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to take part in this high level segment of the Eighth Annual Women’s conference entitled `the Realization of Peace in Women’s Hands: Meeting the Challenge’.

I greatly appreciate the strenuous efforts by the organizers of this International Conference led by the Women’s Federation for World Peace. The convening of this Conference, if it signifies anything at all, is evidence of the awareness of the international community, represented by governments and civil society, of the gravity of the situation in the Middle East which is likely to escalate into winder conflict and threaten world peace and security with the most momentous consequences, in addition to the recognition of the role women can play in this domain.

Madam Chairperson,

Allow me at the outset to point out that the culture of peace emanates from a well-known notion contained in the Constitution of the United Nation Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization(UNESCO), of 1945, to the effect that wars essentially start in the minds of men. Based on this notion, the protagonists of the culture of peace argued that since wars start in the minds of men, it is also in the minds of men that the defence of peace should be constructed. These are beautiful and poetic expressions, but somehow too idealistic. Violence has its causes, just as peace has its premises. War is an exceptional eventuality resorted to by peoples when all other doors are closed in their face. Violence exercised to perpetrate an aggression and to impose an occupation is unacceptable. Whereas violence, the only option open to nations in resisting injustice, aggression or occupation, is a legitimate act sanctioned by divine law and approved by the Charter of the United Nations. Equating legitimate struggle with illegitimate violence, and considering peace a mere state of mind, is a grave injustice to such peoples, a violation of their right of self-defence and self-determination, and a negation of the national struggle in which peoples have sacrificed martyrs and written luminous pages in their history and the history of humanity by resisting occupation and oppression. When the culture of peace does not differentiate between legitimate and illegitimate acts, it is tantamount to a call for capitulation and submission to force. 
Consequently Palestinian resistance and Iraqi resistance, constitute a natural right that takes precedence over positive law. To question this right is to undermine natural rights and condone in validity and illegitimacy of occupation. The occupation of Iraq in the twenty-first century, long after the demise of the era of colonialism, is particularly disturbing. It is a stain on the honor and dignity of contemporary human beings. 

Distinguished participants, 

In my humble opinion, the absence of an effective role by the United Nations in both Palestine and Iraq, is the reason behind this serious deterioration of the situation. In Palestine, the Israeli and American governments insist on excluding the UN from the peace process right from the beginning. In Iraq, war was waged despite the UN. Therefore, the Middle East will never attain peace and stability unless the UN recovers its food health so that it could play an effective role in the settlement of problems in the region in accordance with the rules of international law and legitimacy.
Madam Chairperson, 

To return to the original theme of this Conference I is the realization of peace truly in the hands of women? Initially, the mere fact that women have begun to think and enter into debate means they are no longer were victims of war and internal conflict, that they are ‘actors’ in the prevention of war, settlement of conflicts and the establishment of peace, that is to say, participation in decision-making, a phenomenon to be encouraged and commended. Women in other words, are no longer classified as among the most vulnerable, marginalized, the poorest and most excluded members of society, a being who just waits and cries over and abducted son, a daughter who has been raped or a disappeared husband.

Distinguished participants,

I do no have any doubts as to the capability, among other attributes, of women to challenge their detractors and stand up the making of peace in the Middle East. But, in my humble opinion, the following points have to be taken into consideration at this juncture, in order to enable women to achieve this goal: 

First, women cannot overcome the causes of war unless their nation’s right to self-determination and the exercise of all their Human Rights be secured. Lasting peace is the comprehensive peace based on justice and equality. 

Second, overwhelming strategic superiority, no longer secures domination or supremacy in this age of globalization and no amount of power could impose hegemony through the use of force alone. 

Third, the colonization of countries will not eradicate terrorism, nor the deployment of troops on military bases, nor the imposition of political, cultural and economic subordination and dependence on peoples of the world. 

Fourth, violence creates and begets violence, so does extremism.

Fifth, absence of the sense of justice, trampling the rights of people, will only breed resistance. 

Sixth, women’s real and strong will to achieve peace is not sufficient if not coupled with national, regional and international polities to enable women to participate on equal footing in decision-making.

Seventh, women must form lobbies represented by civil society to rectify and reform the policies of their governments. 

Eighth, Misinformation campaigns, reversal of facts and the truth and the justification of inequity must be rejected and resisted. 

Ninth, spreading the culture of peace based on justice and equality must be pursued. 

Madam Chairperson, 

Distinguished participants, 

I may have dwelt at length on these thoughts which could be regarded by some as too idealistic and difficult to realize, especially in the light of the present international situation. But may be a dream can move mountains and create a portion of the truth, and the ultimate truth is humanity’s freedom, security and peace. 

Madame Chairperson, 

I thank you. 
