Siham Hillis-UNRWA Palestine

Women's Role in Creating a Culture of Peace
Assalam Al'ykoum, may God bless you all.

Dear guests, participants, friends and members,

Let me take this opportunity to express my gratitude and heartful thanks to the Women Federation for World Peace in the Middle East for giving me another opportunity to participate in this year's conference and to meet with all sisters from other countries.

My special thanks to the Federation's International President Professor Lan Young Moon, to Mrs. Kobayashi and to all the Japanese team for the efforts and assistance they provided last year and this year.  It is my pleasure to be with you again today and participate in this conference.

I would like also to express my special thanks and gratitude to Mrs. Nadina Theodorou, Cypriot participant for all the efforts and assistance she provided by organizing a wonderful trip for a group of 20 Palestinian children to visit Cyprus and for the generous contribution from its people.   In the meantime I would like to thank Mrs. Leila Barakat, Egyptian participant for the efforts and work she did in organizing a trip for a group of 12 girls aged 8-14 to visit Egypt and for the generous contribution of its people.  Both trips were a rare and wonderful experience for our Palestinian children which gave them an opportunity to meet with children and people of these two countries and deepen their understanding of each other.  The children came back home very happy and full of hope for a better future.  This was a wonderful achievement accomplished as a result of the personal contacts between colleagues from other countries and myself during the last year conference.   

In the mean time I would like also to extend my thanks and appreciation to all the Japanese ladies who offered during the last year's conference various types of presents to the Palestinian children and also some medicine.  The presents in question were distributed afterwards to the Palestinian children in the Centre for the Blind in Gaza and to some children in kindergartens.  These toys are a token of friendship between the Japanese and Palestinian peoples.  The children at our end were so happy and pleased to receive such nice presents. 

The decision of the WFWP in the ME to hold its eighth conference is a very important issue which is highly needed at this part of the world to help in finding ways and means to restore peace and enable the peoples of the ME to have a peaceful life full of prosperity similar to other peoples of the other areas especially that there are conflicts, wars and suffering going on in various countries in this part of the world.  We believe that this conference may assist in finding the ways and means we look for to restore peace and overcome suffering.   We honestly welcome holding this conference titled "The Realization of peace is in women's hands".  However, the topic I would like to talk about today is:

Women's Role in creating a culture of peace   

Introduction

Middle East is an area of the world which has suffered so much from all types of violence, conflicts and wars.  Middle Eastern women have tried their best to create a culture of peace towards their children, families and communities.  Women by nature seek non-violence solution to conflicts for the sake of their loved children and families in order not to let them suffer.  They also have the desire to see other peoples nearby and in the world in general live a civilized peaceful life.

Women have a leading role to play in creating a culture of peace.  The contribution that women have made and should continue to make to the forming of the modern civil society can not be denied.

We, the Palestinian women have been suffering from various aspects of violence, war and conflicts for more than 50 years.  As a result of the continuous suffering we believe that a culture of peace must be created and supported for the benefit of our generations.

Women can play an important role in creating a culture of peace and can advocate justice, trust and tolerance as a basis for an everlasting peace through different means, such as those detailed hereunder:

1. Role of women as mothers at home:

  Responsible women as mothers have an important role to play at home since they are expected to create a culture of peace among their families.  Exercise of respect and trust between couples should be first practiced.  This will help in preparing, raising and teaching their children to respect and accept others irrelevant of their races, colour, sex or religion.  Children at home should also be encouraged to exercise tolerance and to treat others with love and forgiveness.

2. Role of women at work

a) Working women can play an active role in creating a culture of peace through their work as teachers and educators.  Women working at high level at the ministries of education can participate in planning and introducing curricula that enhance tolerance, human rights, peaceful coexistence and equality.  If they have a clear vision of peace they are expected to guide and motivate others to practice the peace attitude in their communities and societies.

b) Other women who work as teachers at schools can help and train children to promote tolerance and accept the views of others although sometimes it could be difficult.

c) Women at work can help in creating a culture of peace in the community through practicing cooperation, trust, tolerance and dialogue first among their colleagues and also with those working in other organizations or institutions.  Such cooperation would be a powerful means which would help to give a clear vision towards peace and would overcome any barrier.

d) Creating a culture of peace can be introduced and developed through conferences, seminars, workshops and meetings and in the long run through sports matches, exchange of friendly letters and visits.

e) Exchange of group visits between the different organizations and neighbouring countries would help to serve the purpose of creating a culture of peace through dialogue and discussions.

f)  Women in general are expected to encourage various types of media to stress the importance of creating a culture of peace among people, a matter which will have its impact on the behaviour of the members of the community.

   We can say that if such actions are taken by women at home, at work and in the community, this would help in creating a culture of peace in the community and help in creating a productive and happy society, a matter which facilitates spreading such culture in other neighbouring countries.

The aforementioned ways and means we proposed in order to create a culture of peace cannot be reached in our society and other societies living under the same conditions similar to us unless we overcome the obstacles and difficulties our people face.

Such obstacles and difficulties we face are:

1. The presence of the occupying military forces in the Palestinian territories a matter which hinders the application of security and peace.

2. Humiliation and suffering due to the occupation.

3. The critical economic situation, hardship, poverty and unemployment due to the unstable situation.

4. Actions of violence

The causes of conflict between the two peoples should be addressed by the two sides and a peaceful agreement should be reached.  Peace will not be realized unless the obstacles and difficulties find a right and just solution.  First step is to end the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian Territories.  In this way it is hoped that peace will be realized and a peaceful agreement be accepted by both parties.

Palestinian women in particular still look forward to seeing that a real and just peace prevails in our area and in other neighbouring countries when it becomes possible to stop fighting and violence and start a new era where all people live in peace and become good neighbours and can see that their beloved children and families live a peaceful and secure life like others.
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