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The Realization of Peace is in Women’s Hands:

 Women’s role in creating a culture of peace:
The pieces of peace: Practical steps women can take towards a peaceful world:  

 (CYPRUS EXAMPLE)
CONFLICT OF TWO COMMUNITIES IN CYPRUS

THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE EU MEMBERSHIP ARISING FROM THE PAINS OF THE WAR!
BICOMMUNAL WOMAN PEACE INITIATIVES LIBERATED FROM NATIONALISM

1st May 2004 has become an important mile stone in  the 21 st century. As the enlarged EU with the accession of 10 new members, half of Cyprus has started to share a new destiny due to this integration. I am saying half of Cyprus, because if the Cyprus problem had been solved out, the membership of a Federal Republic of Cyprus which would have a bi-zonal federal structure would come into effect. Only the Turkish Cypriots have approved the final text of the Plan which is carrying the name of UN Secretary General Kofi Annan. Thus, efforts to find a lasting solution to Cyprus problem could not be finalized. At the referenda, which were held on both sides on 24 April 2004, the Turkish Cypriots said YES with a great majority to the plan, to a solution and to the EU membership, but when the same response did not come from the Greek Cypriot side, they were highly disappointed. Without reaching a solution, is it possible for Cyprus to survive in the EU with its divided nature and armed structure? This is a really big question for all of us. However in my opinion, at the process of integration with the EU, every opportunity should be tried and a peace should be concluded by unification in Cyprus. Only then, we can reach to forthcoming days in peace and security and can provide a prosperity and peaceful life for our children and do not condemn anybody either Turkish or Greek to repay the high price for unsettlement.

TO AVOID THE PSYCOLOGY OF COLD WAR AND TO WORK A WORLD IN PEACE!
TO ACHIEVE THIS IS THE DUTY OF HUMANITY...

As a dark, violent and bloody war came to an end in September 1945, in the 20th Century, a world, full of unrecoverable agonies was left behind. After the First World War which ended in 1918, the smell of buried corps of concentration camps in Europe was mixed with that of burned corps which had been subject to radiation due to American atom bombardment into Japan. These were all the outcomes of the Second World War which were buried into a painful history of humanity.
Next came the reformation and restructuring of the world. While the Soviet Union was getting stronger in the East together with countries united with the socialist philosophy, the bloc in the West directed by America, had already started to drag the world into a bi-polar balance of powers with the same speed. The existence of developing or under developed countries with small or large territories could not change these balances. On the contrary, almost all of these countries felt the necessity to stay close to one of these poles and even needed their support for survival.  

And our world has continued to be a scene for the constant conflict of interests between some nation states struggling for an independent identity demand in the 20th century. Those years have taken place in the history as a period where the whole world was administered by the understanding of the Cold War and the whole intra-state policies were directed accordingly.

In 1990’s the Soviet Union was collapsed and the United States of America settled down as the sole power of the world. The political developments of this period which started with the pioneer role of the USA in the formation of a mono-central world overlapped with this reality. The will of the USA to be more effective in all regions of the world and to be police of the whole world is still continuing. For their imperialist relations, some of the developed countries are naturally getting profit from the states of all sizes, which were divided on the basis of racism and nationalism, spread to the whole world and badly affected by the conflict of interests due to having a geographical proximity. The most recent example of dead, injured and permanent injured people as well as disappeared historical and cultural heritage as a result of these conflicts overlapped with the permanent ambitions of arm dealers is Iraq.

The bitter reality of ongoing Palestine-Israeli conflict in the Middle East is not being promptly settled by making mutual concessions and reconciliation on behalf of humanity, is the material benefits on this issue, isn’t it?
On the other hand, today’s facts of experience in Japan are the victory of rapid and self-sacrificed development which were placed on the ashes of sufferings of the Second World War after 1945. Japanese people have opened their way for development by not choosing the way of involving into war, but choosing modern and humanitarian way based on well-programmed and self-sacrificed workings crowned with the victory of economic development. We do appreciate, even from the far, those workings still carried by Japan in order to create an opportunity for its people to live in healthy, modern and democratic order.
I do not consider it would be wrong to assess Japan’s success in taking place among the world’s most powerful states to everyone’s self-sacrificed efforts as well as their participatory understanding.
EUROPEAN UNION: THE WORLD’S ANOTHER UNITED POWER

Another region which started to reappear over hunger and sufferings after the war in 1945 was Europe. The foundation process of the EU was reflected as a contemporary and conciliatory structure towards the unification of positive energy and the opportunities for the purpose of common interests with the awareness of the bad impact of the war. The increase of countries showing willingness and making effort for accession into the EU must be the clear evidence for this.
EU – CYPRUS RELATIONS
LIVING IN PEACE AND HAVING A PROSPEROUS LIFE....

THAT’S WHAT REALLY MATTERS...

LIVING ON AN ISLAND WHERE CONFLICTS AND WARS WILL BE OUTLAWED AND FRIENDSHIPS WILL CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE IS THE FUNDEMENTAL RIGHT OF CYPRIOTS.

Cyprus is an island where Turkish and Greek Cypriots should live together with Latin, Armenian and Maronite minorities. The Republic of Cyprus was established in 1960 as a free and independent state in which the two communities had administrative rights in the federal structure in line with their population ratios. However, Cypriots could have never lived in peace since the Republic of Cyprus was damaged by the discrepancy of interests and understandings between the two communities in 1963. After long conflicts and intervention of Turkey to protect Turkish Cypriots and to provide social order in 1974, nothing has been normalized for Cypriots. The establishment of a peace agreement of which both sides would accept was always postponed. For this reason, in a situation where the idea of the cold war still existed and where everything was ambiguous, the Turkish Cypriot State in North was established. Besides being economically underdeveloped, it was also isolated from the world and was not recognized by any country except Turkey.
It is an obvious fact that the Turkish and Greek Cypriots can only find comfort and ease in a peaceful environment... 

It is for this reason that the idea of membership of the European Union has been an open invitation to Turkish and Greek Cypriot peace-activists who supported the unification of Cyprus in order to become a world state. 

THE NECCESSITIES FOR THE FORMATION OF THE CONDITIONS FOR PEACE

In the beginning of 2000, the solution-oriented works in Cyprus were accelerated. At the same time the process of accession negotiations of the Greek Cypriot part who applied for the integration to the European Union in the name of Republic of Cyprus gained momentum at the same time. The Cyprus conflict has gained another dimension when the EU opened the way of accession for Cyprus and it has started negotiations with the EU together with other 9 Central and Eastern European countries. From then on, the number of parties interested in this conflict has increased with the involvement of 15 EU Member States and 9 candidate countries. The most important condition for the European Union; which brings forward the values of peace rather than war, social and economic rapprochement, reconciliation and construction of political structuring; is the solution of the Cyprus conflict and the accession of Cyprus to the European Union as a united island.

For the realization of this aim, constructive support of two communities was necessary. 

At this point, importance of Cyprus both for Turkish and Greek Cypriots also for Turkey and Greece has started changing since efforts to find a lasting solution to the Cyprus problem will not only be carried out under the UN umbrella but also will have to be dealt within the EU framework.

As regards, since 1998, the importance of Cyprus problem within the EU’s enlargement process has started to increase gradually. During this period the powers which ruled both communities for years, with the involvement of Greece and Turkey, has been far away from setting up real and vital policies for the basic needs of Cypriots. This has been the main reason which obstructed the developments for the solution of Cyprus problem. 

From 2001 onwards, the agenda in Cyprus has been intra-communal talks carried out in a tense atmosphere and sometimes ended with breaking out. No progress and positive results have been obtained in face to-face and indirect inter-communal talks under the UN auspices. Some people, who have not been discussing constructively to find a solution to the problem, also consistently pursued “no solution is solution campaign” has been explicitly the main obstacle. And they were also at the leading positions. 
While all these efforts of high level diplomacy were not proving fruitful results, the initiatives of NGOs have contributed enormously for a permanent and functional solution. To some extent, this was a real need in order to get rid of trust problem among two Communities by bringing people together after a long time. In fact, the main objective of the diplomacy of civil society was to put pressure on political leadership with the aim to reach a settlement. Meanwhile, bi-communal activities have also been continuing to bring people of two Communities closer.

However, it has been proven in the referenda that during this period Turkish Cypriots have made more active work compared to Greek Cypriots. In this process, Turkish Cypriot NGOs, trade unions and other representative organizations of the civil society have joined their forces and became together with a great effort in order to be a member of European Union which has been seemed and perceived as a civilization and peace project that could be achieved after the solution. It is very important to underline that the number of women organizations were quite important. 
The general elections which took place on the 14th December, was a turn point for the future of the Turkish Cypriots. We, The Turkish Cypriots, got the result that has met our expectations which was the aim in order to eliminate the forty years statuesque. This lead us to a more constructive, pro-European and pro-solution government.
Also, during this period there were some considerable co-operations that were succeeded by women bi-communal organizations with the aim to create a peace culture and to put into life.

This is very important and is what I would like to emphasize today:

BI-COMMUNAL WOMEN PEACE STUDIES

 

The meetings of Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot women, which were launched in the early 1980’s were always interrupted until 1994 because of the fact that permission for the meetings were not given by the authorities. These meetings, after 1994 continued to increase with the support and invitations of the organizations like Fulbright, European Union and British Council. An important change during this process was the increase of these studies together with women’s independent, individual and peace supportive efforts. There have been various experiences during this process. But the most important one was the “Brussels Women Group” which supported cooperation and mutual understanding between women at the meetings which took place in Brussels and London. The character of this formation was that a special care was taken in order to involve people with different political views from both communities in it. In other words, there were all political visions in this formation, and for the first time, women without excluding political visions of each other, displayed their common worries and thoughts of being a woman. They were shocked when for the first time they learned the feelings, ideas, understandings and expectations of the people previously they addressed as “the other” and in a way declared as “the enemy” due to the prejudices of the community they belong to. At that time one of the decisions taken by these groups was that the exchange of views and the dialogue between two communities should contribute to the long-lasting peace on the island. 

 

The important thing is to know that, ın the end, individuals were to put an agreement into life which could be sustained through the mutual trust and the decision of the people to live together. Especially in the Turkish Cypriot side after 1997 a government came into power which considered all the EU attempts as weighted in the favor of Greek Cypriot side and all the rapprochement meetings were obstructed after this date. This eventually caused the interruption of these studies and also the break down of relations between two communities. 

Contributions of the University of Washington to the Rapprochement among Women While Entering the 21st Century

At the beginning of 2000, Fulbright called for two co-operations among Cypriot women.  After the selection procedure of the Turkish and Greek Cypriot applicant women who also contributed before to the work on ‘Women and Peace’, studies in the University of Washington were resumed. Twenty women from each community joined to these studies that were named as ‘Women in Business’ and ‘Preventing Domestic Violence’.

The forty women who joined to the studies in Washington continued to work on rapprochement within the peace process.
In the essence of these studies, there was the removal and elimination of prejudices and insecurities that were stemmed from the disasters and sufferings of two communities. To this end, all the methods that are generally used for the resolution of conflicts and measures for confidence-building had been tried.

In this process, some women had been victims of their long-lasting prejudices. However, the friendships and intimate relationships within the group of twenty women, including me, became unbreakable at the time when we started to talk about establishing a bi-communal organization. The most beautiful understanding flourished within the group was the common work that would be dedicated to peace and culture. Determination and selection of such a work was something quite difficult. At the time when we had problems in gathering together, we used internet. From time to time, when we were isolated by the enemies of peace and faced up with so many difficulties for this reason we tried everything to meet. And finally, we decided to join the “EU’s programme for strengthening the civil society” and for this purpose we prepared a project. With our approved project and also with adding our voluntary contributions we created a documentary movie that features ‘Cypriot Women’.

Our aim was to conduct studies on the strengthening of young women and particularly helping the transposition of peace and friendship culture among them through this movie. 

I believe, such kind of work, would pave way to both political and social peace in Cyprus. Only then we, the peace activist women, would feel the comfort of fulfilling our responsibilities and be able to reunite our island as the architects of peace process.

Bi-communal studies might be very challenging. If the development of mutual understandings and attitudes were just based on humanistic norms without any discrimination on the basis of gender, language and religion, there would not be any country on the earth that is in conflict.  
Now, we feel more secure and motivated for the peaceful future because we have shown that, when we come together and share the similarities rather then differences, is the best way to go for the formation of peace culture. Yes, I want to repeat once more: “The Realization Of Peace is in Women’s Hands”…
Thank you all for you kind attention.

Oya Talat
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