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Ladies and Gentlemen,

I regret not being with you in person, but I can assure you that I am with you in spirit.

Let me first congratulate the Women’s Federation for World Peace International, for organizing this conference on such a critical issue: peace in and for the Middle East and the role of women in this process. Over the past seven years, the Federation has regularly held a conference on that topic, which illustrates its concern for the difficult situation facing the Middle East. A situation that has gone on for too many years, increasing in complexity as time passes by with little or no progress and as opportunities for implementing comprehensive solutions are not realized! 

The four themes chosen are very relevant and I am sure that concrete suggestions and valuable information will be shared on the progress made and future actions we undertake in these critical areas.

I will not dwell on the specific turmoil confronting our region. We are all familiar with events that have taken place in recent years, months and days. Rather I will focus on positive aspects that are significant and that have developed in me a sense of gratitude. Gratitude to all those women and men who have continued to raise consciousness of the imperative of peace, gratitude to all those women from the region from which I come from…scholars, jurists, teachers, and the younger generation. Like their counterparts from other regions of the world, they are calling for the fundamental need for human security, which is indispensable, if they are to be given a fair chance to realize their potential and fulfill their aspirations and dreams!

It is of immense comfort to me that over the years I struggled with the idea of whether the time had come for us women from our region to rise to the challenge and institutionalize a movement that would focus its efforts on enhancing peace. It was after the Sharma El Skeikh conference that the Suzanne Mubarak Women’s International Pace Movement was born. And although it is a relatively new association, it is heartening to find that it is already joined by many voices.

Where as we began our journey with a handful of voices, today women’s voices have swelled, making our impact felt in politics, in economics in education in culture in health – in fact in every sphere of life. This is because women have learned year after year that wars are not distant military actions fought in remote battlefields. They are direct personal events that have ravaged every household affecting all aspects of social and economic life. 

Women from our region, like others who have suffered the same fate, have awakened to the fact that persistent violence, conflicts and war, aside from the immeasurable loss of life and livelihood, have brought about unbelievable damage prior to, during and long after conflict. We have come to realize that given the nature of the conflicts, it is as much a political imperative as well as a social necessity that we, as citizens, come to address the causes contributing to conflicts and participation in rebuilding peace, which requires not only civic investment but confidence building. 

Rebuilding peace is closely linked to restoring justice in an integrated manner, for justice is not a consequence of conflict, it is often a cause and a symptom. The underlying causes of conflict whether socio economic, political or cultural injustices must be addressed. The process of rectifying past wrongs must include what some have referred to as building structural and cultural peace which means the creation of a new environment that advances a sense of confidence and well being. This confidence building of necessity must include all society’s resources. Among them is the valuable resource brought by women through their involvement in all phases of this process. In every culture, in every country, it is their inhabitants that live through the dramatic events day in and day out. It is they who know how to best approach, in a pragmatic way alternatives to conflict which are based on a durable foundation. Women in the Middle East have played their role in the shadows and in silence. They have stepped up their activities and are making their voices heard in a tune that is harmonious and compatible with their struggle…
This conference, like others will allow learning by sharing from each other and building alliances between groups. Above all, it will further motivate women to continue to work for peace, understanding the ingredients of success so that they too can increase the effectiveness of their actions. 

Ladies and gentlemen, experience has shown us that durable peace is that which is domestically rooted, that which builds on all society’s resources, that which fosters inter-group dialogue, cooperation and consensus. It is a process that moves a population from extreme vulnerability to self-sufficiency and well being. It is not the application of prescribed solutions from outside, but that of changing mindsets and discovering, supporting, empowering the resources mechanisms, modalities and the ingredients of peace that exists within each context. 

Drawing lessons from crises provides us with opportunities for constructive change, for reform and innovation to adopt a new path towards sustainable development and addressing issues of justice – the rule of law, rectificatory justice which dwells on crimes against humanity and human rights abuses inflicted on the population, including women and children. Equally important, they include what has been referred to as distributive justice, achieved through structural reform that addresses inequalities and discrimination, both social and political. 

I am sure many practical illustrations will be offered during the course of your discussions. I wish the conference every success and look forward to reading its report. 

Thank you.  

