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Your Excellency Ambassador Boulgaris, Representative of Her

Excellency the Swiss Foreign Minister, Kindly convey to Her

Excellency our appreciation and thanks for this eighth address

which we will adopt as a guide and reference in our discussion.
-Your Excellency Professor Lan Young Moon, President of

women Federation for World Peace International.

Thank you for your efforts to convene this conference at a very

important site at the U.N in Geneva.
and to:

-Dear Mrs. Kobayashi, President of WFWP-Japan and

Coordinator of the conference.
- Mrs. Carolyn Handschin, Organizer of our meeting in Geneva.

Our appreciation for all the excellent arrangements you have

made.
-Distinguished Participants and Guests,

* * *
Allow me to extend on your behalf, our special greetings and warm

welcome to the Japanese Delegation who made it possible for this

conference to be convened.
It is a real privilege and honor for me to participate in this Eighth

Annual Women’s Conference for Peace in the Middle East, and to

be asked to act as its Co-chairwoman.

The Women’s Federation for World Peace International is doing an

excellent job annually in bringing distinguished women from our

region together to meet, share what they are doing and learn about

each other’s activities in promoting peace and in helping children

and families in our troubled area.　

I was so thrilled to learn that as an outcome of our previous

conference our dear sisters Mrs. Nadina Theodorou of Cyprus and

Mrs. Laila Barakat of Egypt, arranged for inviting Palestinian

Children from the occupied territories to give them sometime away

from the catastrophic situation under which they live, I am sure

those children enjoyed the programs and the impact on their lives

was very valuable.
We salute you Nadina and Laila and all those who helped you and

we highly appreciate your efforts, may God bless you and reward

you for the very good work you have rendered.
Dear Friends,

We meet at a time when unfortunately the dream for Peace is

shattered by escalating violence, war and armed conflicts, that

continue to tear apart innocent human lives in different parts of the

world. In the Middle East the situation is very serious: -
The Arab Israeli conflict with the Palestinian people at its core, is

spinning out of control as the Israeli occupation becoming more and

more entrenched and severe, the misery of the people continue to

escalate to unbearable levels, not only in a military sense, but in

economic and social terms with all aspects of human rights violated.
This situation has become more complicated, now that we are facing

the consequences of the war in Iraq.

It is leading to destabilization and catastrophe- not just in Iraq- but

other countries in the area- which will have repercussions on the　economy and stability of the whole world, giving rise to more

violence and terror.
While domestic stability and social equity will promote stability and

cooperation in the entire Middle East, a just peace among the nations

will allow each to reallocate their resources from exaggerated

militarism to grater human development.
Our common future will depend on the extent to which people and

leaders around the world can develop the vision of a better and safer

world, the strategies, institutions and the will to achieve the vision.

We must all ask ourselves, what is our role in this respect. How can

we educate our children to live together and to understand others?
I would like to share with you a little story but a great one.

“ One evening an old Indian told his grandson about a

battle that goes on onside people.

He said,” My son, the battle is between tow giants. One is

Evil.

It is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity,

guilt, resentment, inferiority, and lies, false pride,

superiority, and ego.

The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity,

humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity,

truth, compassion and faith”.

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked

his grandfather,” which giant wins?”

The old Indian simply replied,” The one you feed.”
And who can be most effective in feeding peace, love, kindness, and

compassion and tolerance better than, We Women?
If one is to understand others, one must first know oneself. To give

children and young people an accurate view of the world, education,

whether in the family, community, or school, must first help them

discover who they themselves are. Only then, will they genuinely be

able to put themselves in other people’s shoes and understand their

reactions. Developing such empathy at home and school bears fruit

in terms of social behavior throughout life.

Encountering others, through dialogue and debate, is one of the tools

needed by education in the 21 st century.

Women play a vital role at grassroots level in order to promote

activities for peace- which is essential but not enough- they do not

get access to the negotiation table in the formal peace process. It is

important to stress that exclusion of women from the peace process

jeopardizes sustainable peace.

It is the responsibility of the international community to support

women’s activities in the peace process and urge the governments to

activate U.N Resolution 1325.

It is our duty, we women to strive to get the resolution implemented.

We should address the importance of women in public decision

making, peace, security polices and operations.

In spite of the many advances women have made, they are still

excluded from the highest ranks of power at which the crucial

decisions on peace and security are made.

We should think critically on the implications of the state of

women’s political power at which the crucial decisions on peace and

security are made.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

To end my address, I would like to share with you the following:

“ War makers are strategic, they have clear goals, they know what

resources they need and they have absolute determination to win.

Peace makers need the same clarity of vision, they need to make the

same analysis of what resources they need, and they should have a

rock solid determination to succeed.

Dear Participants,

The statement of purpose as set by the organizers of our conference

ends by the following:-

“ Once more we invite women of the Middle East to meet one

another, to discuss their situations and concerns openly, and to see

how they can work together to bring about a better region, for their

families and for the region as a whole”.

We have the opportunity today to face these challenges together. Our

heritage, values, and contemporary needs dictate that we can

increase our chances of success by pooling our resources and human

talent.

The moment is vital to work together to fulfill our mutual objectives

and aspirations in meeting the challenge of the subject of our

conference “ Realization of Peace is in Women’s Hands”. With such

a distinguished group of women leaders we can do a lot if we will

have a rock solid determination to succeed.

Thank you and God bless you.

