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Dr. Lan Young Moon, President WFWPI, Former Dean SMM University, Korea

8th Women’s Conference for Peace in the Middle East

May 10, 2004

The United Nations, Geneva, Switzerland

Respected Director General Sergei Ordzhonikidze of the United Nations-Geneva, Ambassador Jean-Marc Boulgaris of Switzerland for  Ms Micheline Calmy-Rey, Swiss Foreign Minister, 
Dr Amal Osman, Vice President of the People’s Assembly of Egypt, 

Senator Inam Al-Mufti from Jordan, 

Mrs. Tetsuko Kuboki, president of WFWP Japan, 

Distinguished Leaders, Ladies and Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Women’s Federation for World Peace, WFWP International, I wish to welcome you wholeheartedly, to the 8th Annual Women’s Conference on the Middle East.  As we hear daily of the tragic happenings in this region, it is with a sad and prayerful heart that I have come to this eighth meeting. However, we believe it is even more meaningful to hold this conference for peace at this time, and to see what practical actions can be taken at this most critical period in history.

I cannot tell you how grateful I am, in that the conference this year is being held in collaboration with the Committee on the Status of Women, and the NGO Working Group on Peace in Geneva.  I wish to thank Mrs. Carolyn Handschin, our WFWP International Deputy Director for UN relations, for her tireless efforts in this regard.

For the past seven years, this conference has been held in several venues of the Middle East and Southern Europe, organized under the able leadership of the WFWP International Coordinator for the Middle East, Mrs. Hisae Kobayashi. 
Such Women’s Federation volunteers have been instrumental in collecting contributions to make these events possible, in addition to some 53 projects of humanitarian aid and education worldwide, ongoing for the past decade.  

What enables us as a UN-NGO in affiliation with ECOSOC, to invest so much in these projects?  Like everyone else, we uphold the universal wish of every human being, which is to help create a safer and more peaceful world for our children and posterity. 

By putting into practice the spirit of service and giving, we ourselves receive the blessing of joy, for this fulfills the needs of our original nature.  We enjoy, and want to see others smiling with happiness. We also nurture and develop our inner strength and spirituality.  We learn to care for and love others, even if they are not our kin, or of the same race, or the same country.  

Does our vision sound too idealistic?  And yet, even in the course of participating in these Conferences, represented by some 15 countries in the Middle East, individuals have been compelled to do something.  For instance, one of the participants, Mrs. Nadina Theodorou from Cyprus, contacted leaders and businesses in her country last year, to invite some 20 Palestinian refugee children to Cyprus for two weeks.  

Mrs. Laila Barakat, a participant from Egypt also invited another dozen children from Palestine to her own institution, to have exchanges with the children of Egypt. Can you imagine these children, who had never stepped out of their boundaries, how overjoyed they were, to see the wonders and beauties of another world? 

These children now have unforgettable memories of the exchange of human warmth with people of other countries.  Such experiences are what enable each of us to wait, stop and think before distrusting, or hating, or even killing.  

We can continue to go forward, because as women, when we step outside of our homes and countries, and witness the tragic state of human beings in the world, we cannot help but feel for each other and sympathize with each other.  We are convinced that our children, and brothers and sisters are not meant to be hurting or killing each other.  
And we have a clear vision, based on the founding spirit of the Women’s Federation, inspired by the Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Sun Myung Moon, the founders, that we can build a global family in its truest sense. They have continuously encouraged and invested in the reconciliation efforts for forgiveness and peace in the Middle East.  At this point, in particular, the reconciliation between Israel and Palestine is critical. Therefore, the founders suggested that we women, who are the symbol of peace and love, visit Jerusalem to hold a Walking Rally for peace.

We are holding this Initiative, in which women from all over the world will gather in Jerusalem, at the end of this month. Hundreds of Women’s Federation leaders and supporters will take part in a Rally for Peace on May 27, there!  You are all most welcome to join us.

Although what we can do may not be on a large scale, it is the accumulation and continuation of such efforts of love, that make a difference in the world. 

It is our hope that we can continue to internally develop and polish ourselves, to strengthen society, country and the world, by taking on the task that we seem to be good at:  educating and acting for real peace and harmony.
May God bless you all abundantly during this wonderful occasion and beyond.
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