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Ms President

Your Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the government of Geneva, I would like to address all of you a warm welcome and I wish to thank Professor Moon and the Women’s Federation for World Peace for holding the Conference in our city. Since centuries, Geneva has maintained a long humanitarian tradition in promoting ideals which are essential to freedom, democracy and peace. Therefore, we congratulate you for your work and dedication.

Holding such a Conference when tensions are at a peak in the world and particularly in the Middle East is a daring challenge

It’s a daring challenge because it underlines that there is no war without unjust dramatic human suffering at a time in which we tend to hear more and more about war and less and less about peace. 
This women gathering is an additional effort on the top of all initiatives already taken by Governments, UN Agencies and other humanitarian organisations. Women have a real importance in peace process, they have the additional strength to refer to their role as mothers to cut across international borders and internal divides seeking non-violent solutions. Women also play a critical role in mobilizing their communities to begin the process of reconciliation and rebuilding once hostilities end. Despite the harsh experiences of so many who survive violent conflict, women generally refuse to give up the pursuit of peace. They are truly needed to make peace in the Middle East and in the rest of the world. 

Even though the last century has witnessed tremendous progress in the scientific and technical field. For the honor of mankind, we should also be capable of progress in the field of human relations.
The name of Geneva is known all over the world. It is a name to which a feeling of peace hope and action is attached. May this feeling inspire your work.

I want to conclude renewing my thanks on behalf of the Government of Geneva for your humanitarian concern and wish you a very fruitful conference.

