Conchita re-write…

It is a real pleasure and privilege to be among you for your opening ceremony  of the 8th International Conference on Women and Peace in the ME and to bring you, as President, greetings of welcome of the Geneva NGO Committee on the Status of Women. (NGO CSW)

I am especially happy that you are holding your international Conference for the first time  in Geneva, the city where many negotiations  have taken place on peace and disarmament  and the center of UN Commission on Human Rights. 

As you know, the Women’s Federation of World Peace is a member of the NGO CSW, a coalition of over 60 international NGOs, representing millions  of women and men worldwide. As one of the active mem bers of its Working Group on Peace, its activities such as the organization of this meeting is very important. The outcome of your discussions will, therefore, be an invaluable input in our advocacy work in the UN and elsewhere. We need dynamic and committed women leaders like yourselves who would act as catalysts in the resolution of conflict in the ME through non-violence,  reconciliation and equitable  solutions to social and economic problems. I have no doubt that this type of exchange of experiences and dialogue could lead to concrete and practical means to bring peace and harmony in your region. 

It is my firm belief and personal experience that women have a vital role to play towards attaining sustainable development and peace, provided there is gender equality. As primary givers of life, women, in principle, have an instinct to care and educate the life of their daughters   and sons…..multiple roles at home and in society  as in all……

Women are not able to do this alone and for as long as they have a subordinate place in society, dictated by cultural traditions, norms and beliefs. Men and boys have a preponderant role to play in raising women’s status ….  field. It has been proven time and again that where there is equal and genuine partnership between women and men, both stand to gain. 

Today is an example of this  process in Switzerland. We are celebrating Mother’s Day Although symbolic, it has deep practical implications. It recognizes the central role of women in reaching sustainable and stable growth and development. Not too long ago, women in Switzerland did not have the right to vote at the Federal level until 1991 ; it did not have a Gender Equality Law until 1981 and progressively enforced until 1991. In over 30 years we have seen changes but much is yet to be achieved . Mind sets and behaviour patterns are the most difficult obstacles to hurdle ; it takes generations to set up mechanisms and introduce how to support institutions and build infrastructures. 

When I came into this room, I felt a vibrant energy of the women and the free  (four ? ?)men here ready to roll up your sleeves and pick your brains to find what would bring your region as one  x). In the name of the  NGO CSW I wish you great success in your deliberations.                 ………    

           x) what on earth does she mean ? ?

