Middle-Eastern Women for 

a Culture of Peace

Introduction

Recalling the General Assembly (GA) (52/15)and Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) (52/15) Resolutions of 1997 that proclaimed the year 2000 as the International Year for the Culture of Peace, and the GA (53/25) Resolution of 1998 creating the “International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World (2001–2010), as well as the important roles that the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and that the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) continues to play in the promotion of a culture of peace,

Taking into account the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Commission on Human Rights concerning the “United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education” (1995–2004), and the progress made by the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR) and UNESCO during this decade, and that a follow-up decade since been proclaimed,

Noting that this year, 2005 is the Mid-term Review on the implementation of the “Plan of Action for the Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World” and that it would be an opportunity to create a greater solidarity and will towards achieving a culture of peace,  

Building upon the historic Declarations in Zanzibar (1999, “African Women for a Culture of Peace”) Hanoi (2000, “Asian Women for a Culture of Peace”) and other related regional and grassroots initiatives, 

Building upon the “Convention of the Rights of the Child” as a normative framework for creating a culture of peace and non-violence as well as on the Declaration and Plan of Action; “A World Fit for Children” 2002, adopted by the UN Special Session of the General Assembly on Children that promotes the human dignity of children and their human rights and the engagement of UNICEF towards that aim, 
Recognizing that it is the shared task of the United Nations, governments and all civil society to commit themselves to the transformation needed to secure a culture of peace
 and also recognizing that there is a special need for partnership and cohesion between the family and all aspects of global society that, by default, take on the role as educators and role models for our emerging culture, 

Further recognizing that while the teaching of peace and non-violence to children takes root in the family in early childhood, it needs to be supported by thoughtfully planned and implemented policies that foster a culture of peace throughout the society,  

Aware that enormous harm and suffering are caused to children through different forms of

violence, while a culture of peace promotes respect for the life and dignity of every human and that women, even when not formally mandated to do so have often spontaneously intervened to promote reconciliation and transformation and have demonstrated competence in organizing themselves to prevent further hostilities, 

Emphasizing that the promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, where children learn to live together in peace and harmony and which will naturally contribute to the strengthening of international peace and cooperation, should begin with adults and be instilled in children and should give full expression to the principles embodied in the United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

Taking into account that the greatest gifts that can be given to children are the love of life and the tools necessary to contribute to a culture of peace and dignity wherein their own character and potential can blossom, it is the joint responsibility of all, beginning with women, the primary caretakers and safeguards of these values, to do their utmost to make that possible.

Take seriously the invitation by the Secretary General, to “non-governmental organizations, religious bodies and groups, educational institutions, artists and the media” to actively support the Decade for the benefit of every child of the world, as well as the special role of NGO’s under the Convention of the Rights of the Child,

Decides to proclaim this:

“ATHENS DECLARATION AND PLAN OF ACTION”

Middle Eastern Women for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of the World (2001–2010)” –May 18, 2005
We, Middle Eastern Women,

Gathered at the Ninth WFWPI Middle Eastern Women’s Conference on “Realizing a Culture of Peace for our Children”, organized in Athen’s, Greece in this year of the Midterm Review for the International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of this World, 

Building upon the deliberations of the eight previous conferences and their follow-up; including projects, resolutions, declarations, statements and publications
,  

Regret that it is too often children who suffer most due to our inability to create a peaceful environment and know that greater solidarity among women and harnessing of their unique knowledge, talents and experience towards the aims of a culture of peace can help to change that sad reality,

Aware of the fact that peace is not only the absence of conflict, but also requires a positive, participatory process that calls upon men, women and children themselves to address root causes of conflict, where dialogue is encouraged and conflicts are solved in a spirit of mutual understanding and cooperation, and begins with each one’s personal commitment to change her/his own attitudes and behaviors,

Recognize that strong family traditions and rich cultural heritage of the Middle East that are conducive to children’s wellbeing, can be the pillars for fostering a culture of peace and call upon all actors, especially women to make a renewed determination to implement these goals, beginning with their own families as set up in the Declaration and Plan of Action for a Culture of Peace,

Find that as mothers and preservers of life and as caretakers who recognize that it is never enough to have only the future of only our descendants in mind, but must consider ourselves as part of a global family, showing the will to overcome differences and build networks of solidarity that reach across the constructed barriers of ethnicity, religion, nationality, gender and age, for these said goals,

We therefore strongly advocate: 

· Creating a culture of lasting peace and human dignity for the children of the world through a basic shift towards preventive strategies that have education as the core- and that this education must be thoughtfully coordinated among parents, educators, policy makers, professionals working with and for children and children themselves with emphasis given to the non-formal or family–based education and it’s role to provide an environment of security, hope and peace.

· Better utilizing the talents and knowledge of women in areas of peace building, human development, reconciliation, mediation, conflict resolution and leadership as well as giving greater priority to the critical work of reconciliation and healing that assure the  sustainability of our steps towards a culture of peace,

· Forging  partnerships with governments and international organizations in addressing these issues for the benefit of the greater society as called for in the Security Council Resolution: 1325,

· Organizing an international conference on the occasion of the Mid-term Review for the “International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children of this World”, inviting representatives of governments, heads of Non-Governmental Organizations and other civil society groups seriously engaged in implementing the Plan of Action for a Culture of Peace, with the mandate to evaluate progress to date as well as to  formulate a new, revitalized  strategy for the 2nd half of the decade capable of mobilizing  the general population towards these goals by building upon the success of the UNESCO Manifesto 2000 through which more than 75 million people committed themselves to the goals for Culture of Peace.

· Activiating and coordinating NGO’s to take a more active role in the processes of monitoring the measures taken by their respective governments to fulfill their international obligations, especially under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, towards a culture of peace and non-violence, including forming networks that systematically monitor the contents of the internet sites, video games, publications, and other areas of influence to children, in order to prevent injurious information to children’s well-being, by giving governments, educators and parents access to the results of this monitoring,  

· Forming an international steering committee to assess the creation of a Middle Eastern Women’s Lobby in cooperation with the “Coalition Women Defending Peace” to contribute to development and peace-building in the region, and as a voice to the international community of the special contribution that Middle Eastern Women can have on international deliberations and peace building, and invite the support of the United Nations and governments in that endeavor,   

· Establishing an international center to produce and disseminate to the general public and the media,the kind of material promoting a culture of peace and non-violence that would stimulate television and other media forms to diffuse multicultural, multi lingual messages on a culture of peace especially for children.

We Therefore Unanimously:

Call for governments, non- governmental organizations and civil society to mobilize themselves towards the eradication of all forms of violence against children at home, in schools, in institutions and in society at large with both short and long term strategies that foster the development of children with respect to their human dignity and basic rights, as partners in developments toward a culture of peace, 

Commit ourselves to building this culture of peace with and for the sake of children in solidarity with women in other parts of the world, in partnership with civil society, governments and international organizations, in particular in the United Nations system and children themselves,

 And thereby adopt this Middle Eastern Women's Declaration and Plan of Action for a Culture of Peace and Non- Violence for the Children of this World.

.  







� “which consists of values, attitudes and behaviors that reflect and inspire social interaction and sharing based on the principles of freedom, justice and democracy, all human rights, tolerance and solidarity, that reject violence and endeavor to prevent conflicts by tackling their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and negotiation and that guarantee the full exercise of all rights and the means to participate fully in the development process of their society”-GA 15/25 November 1998


� NGO Statements; ECOSOC High Level Segment (July, 1999), Commission on Human Rights, (2002, 2003 ), Declarations; Nicosia Declaration (1999), Crete Declaration (2002), Conference Reports; Women and the Future of the Middle East (1997), The Role of Families in Creating a Peaceful Middle East (1998), Women and the Age of Global Family (1999), Women and a Culture of Peace (2000), Women and Dialogue among Civilizations (2001), Women’s Role in Building World Peace through Non-Violence (2002), Women’s Role in Building a Culture of Peace (2003), Realization of Peace in Women’s Hands: Meeting the Challenge (2004), Realizing a World of Peace for our Children (2005),





