Healing a Hurting World :  Symposium 
Women NGO’s and the Peace Process

‘The Culture of Peace and our Initiative’

Activities : Networking locally, nationally and internationally;  
Participation in UN Committees in New York, Geneva and Vienna; 

Working towards fulfilling the MDG's;

Issues :  women's empowerment, training programs, 
educational- schools , literacy and Dignity of Women campaign, 
Health - HIV/ Aids, FGM ,Joint Projects with partners to alleviate Poverty, Micro-credit programs, Humanitarian projects, emergency relief, support, and  administration, 

Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation activities internationally- Bridge of Peace ; 

 And provide support for intercultural exchange.

Themes:

  1.Education in Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation -Bridge of Peace 

  2.UN committee work in New York, Geneva and Vienna: Peace and Disarmament, Status of Women, Human     Rights, (Racial discrimination elimination and Human Security)
  3.Women's Empowerment , gender based initiatives towards Peace 

    (reflections on feminine gender aspects : Dignity of Women Campaign )

4. Humanitarian assistance

1Education in Conflict Resolution and Reconciliation -Bridge of Peace 

A New, Effective Social Technology for Healing the Wounds of Abuse, Misunderstanding, Intolerance, Prejudice and War- to participate in a meaningful ceremony leading to the first steps in breaking the cycle of perpetration and victimization can be achieved.

The inward circle of the chains of fear and hatred can be broken during this ceremony. 
The United Nations' 50th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights took as its theme "From Words to Deed."   WFWP believes its profound contribution to the work of the UN is to carry the words of reconciliation into the realm of actual deed. The Bridge of Peace is one of its central projects that actually achieves this simple but difficult process.

THE COMPONENTS 

1. Responsibility:  breaking the chains of victimization by realizing that our resentments and anger are emotions that poison and debilitate ourselves. 

2. Respect: By recognizing the rights of the other, no matter who they are, we are able to open our minds up to the possibility of a solution. Without respect, the only answer is to negate others and continue the cycle of conflict.

3. Repentance—A Personal Cease-fire: When genuine repentance is offered, forgiveness is usually the overwhelming response and compassion. Forgiveness further empowers victims to move beyond the influence of their perpetrators. 

4. Commitment: As participants embrace one another , a new partnership ensues. Be they representatives of past regimes and conflicting cultures, races and classes, or friends and family , this simple public action seals personal commitments to one another and thus to the tasks of development and resolution ahead.

	CONCLUSION: However, we never look beyond our underlying commitment to address the deeper issues that consistently hamper human relationship and thus cause barriers to the accomplishment of real peace.- each of us has the power to contribute to world peace. As we bond together as women, sisters, mothers and wives of action we become a force of heart and hands that cannot be ignored—the world over.
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2. In 2003 alone, over 70,000 people perished in some 700 disasters that affected 600 million men, women and children and caused $65 billion in damages, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Jan Egeland told correspondents on 14th July 2004 at a UN  Headquarters press briefing at this year’s launching of the UN Disaster- Reduction Initiatives.  

Mr. Egeland said that natural disasters affected seven to 10 times more people in a year than the often talked about conflicts.  However, due to “enormously better prevention strategies”, tens of thousands of lives, homes and livelihoods were saved every year.  For example, a decade or two ago, the big monsoon floods now affecting South Asia would have taken an enormous number of lives, homes and livelihoods.  Today, while they affected millions of people in South Asia, they took many fewer lives, as a result of coping mechanisms at the national and local government and community levels.
What had not improved was the number of natural disasters and their gravity, he continued.  They were worse than before, in their severity and frequency.  Natural disasters were clearly overlooked by the international community.  Global trends showed that disasters would increase and affect more people, especially the poor who lived in disaster-prone areas.  The situation would get worse unless more was done with prevention measures, such as those detailed in the report.
Recalling that the earthquakes in Bam and Algeria had killed 30,000 people in seconds, he said  that such casualties could drop if local communities took prevention and preparedness measures.

According to an article in “World Military and Social Expenditures” the costs for the development of an intercontinental ballistic missile are as high as the food supply for 50 million children, 160,000 schools could be built and 340,000 hospitals could be opened with this money. One single new nuclear-powered submarine costs as much as the annual expense for education in 23 developing countries, where there are no schools for 120 million children as well as 11 million babies who die before their first birthday. Those who live in poverty and without a chance of education would benefit from an investment with this money.
“ Fifty seven years ago Article 26 of the UN Charter charged the Security Council with responsibility for generating a plan for the regulation of armaments with the least diversion of the world's human and economic resources.  This recognizes the timely and crucial need for a long term and broad based vision for peace. We are still waiting for the plan. 

Transparency in Armaments was added to your agenda in 1992, and reduction in military spending is part of the Decalogue. Increased accumulation of armaments and military spending has not increased world security. For nearly a hundred years, women’s organizations have been at the forefront of researching, exposing, and protesting the enormous resources devoted to weapons and war. Our studies show that just one quarter of the world’s approximately $839 billion in military spending would allow nations to provide decent housing, health and education to their citizens. It would also allow governments to provide energy, to clean up the environment, ameliorate the AIDS pandemic, stop global warming, ease the debt burden, disarm nuclear weapons, collect and destroy hundreds of millions of small arms and de-mine the world
Even in times of grave uncertainty a comprehensive strategy can and must be guided by the rule of law and true respect for human rights. We endorse the High Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de Mello’s statement: “The security of states..  flows from the security of the human being.” 

Women urge the CD to:

1.  Agree to a program of work in this first part of the 2003 session.   The program outlined would at least see the negotiation of a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty. This is more urgent than ever due to the increased dangers posed by toxic materials of the nuclear age, which should stop being produced immediately. The Proposal should also include discussion on arrangements towards a binding agreement on negative security assurances, and an exchange of information on nuclear disarmament toward potential future work of a multilateral character.  

It would be our hope that “the elaboration of a regime capable of preventing an arms race in outer space” could be elaborated rather quickly due to the investment, research and development by one member state in this field, which are significant enough to trigger an arms race should other member states join that race. 
2.  Because it is unacceptable for a handful of CD member states to hold the time and concerns of the majority in contempt, a coalition of willing states should begin informal deliberations on the above five areas, thereby utilizing the time and expertise available in Geneva constructively, and generating draft documents and draft treaties as food for thought for when political will finally reaches a critical mass.  

3.  Conduct a serious review with the aim of developing new mechanisms for a more inclusive role of NGOs in the life and work of the Conference on Disarmament.  This review should consider the modality for participation, and assistance with the important "partnership" role that NGOs can play and the essential opinion-formulating role of civil society, vital for the success of your work.  NGOs stand ready to work with you in the conduct of this review and the development of appropriate mechanisms.”

“In October of 2000, the Security Council emphasized the relevance of gender issues to its work. Since then, it has celebrated the passage of Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security each October. The Council acknowledged in Resolution 1325 that women deserve a place at the negotiating table, not only because women are affected by war differently than men, but because it is our human right to participate in society.  Women have a right to participate in decisions on peace and security, but internationally and in the vast majority of the world’s national capitals women are systematically barred from enjoying this democratic right. It is impossible to lay the groundwork for a culture of peace without giving due consideration to women.

A gender perspective on disarmament challenges existing analysis and solutions for disarmament, and demands that people are put in the centre of the picture: women and men, as victims, survivors and perpetrators of weapons related violence. This is human security in action and we commend those governments that have committed themselves to advancing this concept and practice.”

3. In an appeal of the West German Women’s Peace Movement of December 1956 it is stated that peace is a special task for women. “It is in women’s nature to care and protect and we are aware that women have a commitment in public life that no one else can do.” Klara Maria Fassbender’s conviction was, that women have the special task to stand for a peaceful coexistence of people. 

“There is no possibility to maintain peace and to create a new world if humankind is not filled with a new spirit. To allow this spirit to develop within us is the task we have taken upon ourselves. Also the world of men needs this enlightenment, especially political thought needs a revival to come away from old political issues of the friend-enemy-thinking and to realize that it must be possible to try to solve conflicting interests on a higher level. We as women have the task to develop our hearts and to open it up for all these things.” 

Women’s virtues, (compassion, care, non-violence, charity) were recognized by Jesus as a spiritual evolution which would lead to a fundamental change in society. This was not accepted by the authorities. Even the apostle Paul could not accept that women could be as capable and intelligent as men. They had to keep silent during gatherings. Apostle Paul disliked marriage saying it estranged humans from God. Paul was a patriarch and his Thought guided Christianity until today. 

. The Venetian theologian and author Christine de Pizan (1405) wrote in her book about the City of Women, about the women’s history of theology which is hushed up continuously. She said the deeds of women are ladders which lead to heaven. Many of the female theologians and female leading believers of various denominations question the erudition of men through living their female virtues.

In epochs of partnership, a great cultural creativity can be observed. Prosperity and social advancement has often been accomplished by women. 

Violence, racism and oppression of minorities increased, as women were oppressed. Such times were forerunners of repressive and bloody epochs.

The time we live in is called “modern age”, the age of rationality: enlightment instead of superstition; humanism instead of barbarianism; empirical science instead of dogmatism. 

Philosophers and scientists lead the discussions in the western world. They seem to be prophets of a cultural transformation. However these “rational human beings,” continue to kill, oppress and exploit until today. Is this rational? So, can the ideologies of today bring about a peaceful world? 

Partnership as a foundation for a world of peace

Fortunately we live in a culture in which we can be aware of this easily and we can be grateful for that. But still there are many women in this world who do not have a chance to find their true identity. There it is necessary to give good education to both genders to discover and learn to live the greatness of equal partnerships. 

Woman’s role in a partnership for peace

What is the role of a woman in this kind of partnership? Why are women so important for world-peace? Chris Griscom says in her book, “The Feminine Way”, that the feminine creatively strives to find and unite the common points, in all ideas, by discovering the connections in seemingly opposing views as well as solutions in ideologies and philosophies. 

Who would be more adequate to gain peace and to educate the next generation to build a world of peace? 

Klara Maria Fassbender said
“There is no possibility to maintain peace and to create a new world as long as peoples spirit is not renewed. And it is our task to develop this new spirit within ourselves”. We women carry this new life within ourselves, giving birth, nurturing, educating and protecting our children. 

By bearing and nourishing humanity as mothers we carry the future of humanity in our womb. Motherliness is an essential character of women. Even though a woman does not bear children herself she can realise this character. Why do we call a woman who cares for others, Mother, like Mother Teresa? Mother Teresa did not bear a child but she is the mother to thousands of suffering people and to many young women, who want to follow her example.
The inner disunity becomes evident when the direction of the individual purpose of a person and the public purpose of others conflict. To say it simply, the first step in the direction of conflict, is to put one’s own self-centered interests over the well-being of others.

This is a critical issue. When individuals build up communities, no matter if they are economic or political (very often both), then the staggering consequences of collective self-centred interests cannot be overlooked. That is the beginning of a vicious cycle of harmful relationships which leads to conflicts and wars. 

Peace is a natural consequence of agreement on a fundamental level of intention, awareness, thought and deed. When individuals align their personal purposes with the common good (e.g. concerning the needs of others) an inevitable equilibrium and peace will be established, even though the required duties will be difficult to fulfil. 

But it is not enough for an individual to work for a public or universal purpose alone. The purpose itself has to be worthy of selfless giving. The common purpose has to be focused on universal values like universal human rights which acknowledge the inalienable value of every single person, no matter what his economic or social class, his status of education, his gender, race, religion, nationality or culture may be. Unfortunately this concept is still not accepted universally. 
Where here is the consideration of the well-being and the basic human rights of our brothers and sisters, in this great human family? The world family concept and respect towards family members, is the only solution, to prevent one from neglecting others and to halt the ever expanding circle of conflicts. So what can we do as women now, to create the internal conditions for peace? 

Wars begin in the heads and hearts of people. They try to resolve conflicts with violence since the ability for constructive solutions are missing. These in turn have their roots in the experience of security, respect and love in the family. There is the beginning of our task as women - to support our children and youth, to develop qualities to positive cooperation, i. e. understanding for each other, prevention of self-centredness. Thus our family will become a building block for a peaceful world. 

The essential matter of world peace depends on the question of how peace is realised by the individual and within the family. 

Peace does not begin on the global level. Peace treaties between hostile nations are significant and desirable, but lasting peace can only be attained if we engraft it into the hearts of the next generation. 

The education of the society to attain a culture of peace. Education for peace begins in the closest family circle. Transmission of a good value system is part of this. We want to live and convey the basic principle – to lead a life for others. 

Hence the second main focus of our work:  our activity in developing countries and in social activities in our neighbourhood. 

The third aspect is help and education for conflict resolution. In this aspect the Women’s Federation contributes to peace in a unique way, inspiring hostile nations, different cultures, races and religions to repent and forgive each other by building bridges of peace through sisterhood-ceremonies . Thus seeds of peace can be sown throughout the whole world. “Women, who will take the leading role in the world”: “If you really feel God’s heart how can you settle a score with your enemies? On the contrary, what you should do is make the people help their enemies. The wish to embrace your enemies and to become united through love will bring you to the gates of heaven.” WFWPI founder , Mrs Hak Ja Han
If all the women in the world become sisters, men cannot wage war anymore, being the main premise of Bridges of Peace. Meanwhile many men have embraced this thought and participated in Bridges of Peace. Such loving embraces are nothing else than the realisation of that mentality which Jesus Christ wanted to spread 2000 years ago. 

Martin Luther King jun. said: “Ultimately love is the only force that can change enemies to friends.” 

We believe that we women can change this world. Many women have led the way. Who does not know Mother Teresa? Harriet Beecher-Stowe, the author of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” fought against slavery. Bertha von Suttner could change the consciousness of society with her novel “Lay down your weapons!” and was the first woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize. The famous Swedish poetess Selma Lagerlöf was a pioneer for peace among peoples her whole life. It might not be so well known that also Helen Keller, besides supporting deaf-mute and blind people, invested herself for peace. As a contemporary, Jehan Sadat was energetically at her husband’s side, who was the president of Egypt at that time. It is also her merit that he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Let’s not forget the women who have to fight for the survival of their families every day under often inexpressible conditions. Their tears are the precious pearls for peace.

Selfless motherly love is the greatest energy which exists in this world. We can bring this into the society, politics, economy, education, legal system and into diplomacy. With great conviction, we have to go forward no matter how hurt and scarred this world may be. It can be healed and cleansed.

Peace does not only mean to live without war. Peace is being together with all different races, religions, cultures and nations in mutual acceptance and mutual respect and support. 

 Steps to Healing our Hurting World  for this first decade in the third millennium:

1.) Effectivity : May every woman discover the qualities and skills within herself and use these for the creation of a world of peace. Be confident in your agenda and set reachable personal goals .Take time to formulate action, allowing the feminine potential within to initiate ‘peacemaking’.
2.) Develop: an ear for others, bringing structured communication within one’s own organisation , and with others.
3.) Partnerships :  men and women; and encourage partnership and involvement with organisations lacking feminine peacemaking aspects 
4.) Globalisation : a gathering of all races, religions, cultures and nations in mutual acceptance, respect and support; with the awareness of  universal values that transcend all differences, uniting families, cities, nations and the world. 
5.) Networking: combining skills and assisting projects with your service capacity, womanpower and ideas
6.) Motto: Healing our Hurting World bringing  Peace, Communication and Understanding 
 Thank you very much for your attention. 

Elisabeth Riedl, WFWPI Europe  General Secy , Vice Pres. Austrian chapter           
22/10/2004
� Bridge of Peace, Karen Judd Smith and Marilyn Morris : Womens Worlds Norway conf.


� excerpt of a Statement to the Conference on Disarmament NGO Committee on the Status of Women - Working Group on Peace, March 2004.





� WFWPI 5th conf, Tina Coombs, Ingrid Lindemann, Christine Sato
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